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Buckingham County 

Board of Supervisors 

Monthly Meeting 

November 8, 2021 

 

At a regular meeting of the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors held on Monday, November 8, 

2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the Peter Francisco Auditorium of the Buckingham County Administration 

Complex, the following members were present:  Donald R. Matthews, Jr., Chairman; T. Jordan Miles, 

III, Vice Chairman; Dennis Davis; Donald E. Bryan; Harry W. Bryant, Jr.; and Joe N. Chambers, Jr.  

Danny R. Allen was absent.  Also present were Karl Carter, County Administrator; E.M. Wright, Jr, 

County Attorney; Cheryl T. “Nicci” Edmondston, Zoning Administrator/Planner; and Jamie L. 

Shumaker, IT Manager. 

 

Re:  Call to Order 

 

Chairman Matthews called the November 8, 2021 meeting of the Buckingham County Board of 

Supervisors to order. 

 

Re:  Establishment of Quorum 

 

Chairman Matthews certified there was a quorum.  Six of seven members present and the meeting could 

continue. 

 

Re:  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Supervisor Chambers gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who were in 

attendance. 

 

Re:  Approval of Agenda 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

Re:  Approval of Minutes 

 

Vice Chairman Miles moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2021 meeting as presented. 
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Re:  Approval of Claims 

 

Supervisor Bryant moved, Supervisor Davis seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to 

approve the claims as presented. 

 

Re:  Announcements 

 

There were none. 

 

Re:  Public Comments 

 

Lann:  I have three signed up for public comments. 

 

David Ball, District 3:  Good evening Supervisors. I'm David Ball, District 3.   I want to congratulate 

Mr. Davis on his election to office.  

 

Davis:  Thank you.  

 

Ball:  I know there's gonna be some big changes here in Virginia. And we have a lot to look forward to 

over the upcoming years. I also want to put in a plug for Curdsville Community Center. We've kind of 

been in hiatus for the last year and a half or so with COVID. But we're back and we're out there and 

we're looking to invite the public to come out and join us, be a part of us. We're planning a lot of 

programs for next year. And we hope to see a lot of people.  Thank you. 

 

Patricia Whittaker, District 2:  I'd like to know is my supervisor here tonight? 

 

Bryan:  Yes. 

 

Whittaker:  And which one is that? Your name? 

 

Bryan:  It’s right here.  Donnie Bryan. 

 

Whittaker:  Nice to meet you sir. I missed you in the last couple of months. Or three. Thank you for 

being here tonight. 

 

Bryan:  Excuse me? 

 

Whittaker:  Thank you for being here tonight. 
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Bryan:  I don't show up when I'm sick.  

 

Whittaker:  Okay, I understand. No problem. 

 

Joyce Gooden, District 6:  Greetings, my name is Joyce Goodman. I reside at 1779 Shelton Store Road 

in Buckingham. Supervisor Joe Chambers is my supervisor. Buckingham County has just finished 

another election cycle. A bit of my background. I've worked the early polls as well as Election Day 

polls. So I have a bit of experience and I know of what I speak firsthand. I'm not here to discuss election 

results. But to say thank you to our Director of Elections and General Registrar, Lindsey Taylor, and to 

the Buckingham County Electoral Board, Rick Caldwell, Chairman, Gail Braxton, Vice Chair and Larry 

Davis,  Secretary. They have all been responsive to questions and to our needs, and especially my many 

questions.  They have put in long hours during the election cycle. So I thank them for their dedication.  

To the Board of Supervisors, I ask that you do all ensure that the polling locations at least have good cell 

phone reception. Once again three cell phones we're searching for the right spot to get out to the 

registrar. Our polling location at Sharon Church was, much better, but the cell phone connection still left 

something to be desired. Once we got through to the registrar, we got the answers that we needed. We 

just had to find the right spot within the church to get out. I also asked that the Board fund the purchase 

of the poll pad and printer for polling locations. I have used that big printed pole book which 

necessitates a straight edge to stay online and find people. I had used a computer that had all of the 

registered voters in the State of Virginia, and was hooked to the internet. And that also necessitated a 

printer and printing separate labels on another sheet. The processing 240 voters, it was a long hard day 

getting those 240 voters through. For especially for one person, that was me. This year for early voting, 

we had the poll pad and a printer with only Buckingham voters. We could have easily done more. And 

I'd say we probably could have processed 100 more voters easily. We did 245 I think. So I support the 

purchase of the poll pads, which is simply an iPad and its connected printer.  It expedited the checking 

in the voters. Again, thank you to all the election officers, the registrar and everybody who worked the 

polls this past voting cycle. Thank you. 

 

Lann:  That's all for public comments. 

 

Matthews:  Thank you Mrs. Lann.  

 

Re:  Presentations 

 

Matthews:  Next item is presentations. They are none tonight.  
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Re:  VDOT Road Matters 

 

Matthews:  The next item after that is going to be VDOT Road Matters, Mr. Scott Frederick, Resident 

Engineer. 

 

Scott Frederick:  Good evening Board, County Administrator Carter, nice to be here tonight. Had a few 

things to update the Board on. We're working on mowing our primaries. In the last cutting of the year 

that starts in November, we do a full cut back. So anything earlier in the year that we might not have 

mowed a full width on, we're gonna cut that back so takes us a little bit longer to get through what we 

call the final.  But we should be wrapping that up in the next couple of weeks. There's been some trees 

brought to our attention on 60. And it's going to require a crash cushion to cut those.  We've got them 

back off their shoulders of the road.  They're safe, but we're gonna come back and clean them the rest of 

the way up. We're gonna have to do some traffic control work there that will require the crash cushion 

and Buckingham County has loaned that to Prince Edward County to get through the mowing down 

there. So once that's back, we'll cut those trees and get them gone.  I wasn't able to be with you guys last 

month. And had you guys been updated on as I sent comments back, but I figured I would read through 

them real quick. To make sure I didn't miss anything. Mr. Davis, brought up Woodson on 15 side at 

New Canton Road, post office. A lot of complaints about truck traffic through there. I don't think that 

that was ever restricted to trucks. 

 

Davis:  It was when they were building the power plant. All the trucks and big tractor trailers had to go 

through Blinky’s Road. 

 

Frederick:  Yes, I pulled the file and it may have been temporarily or something and it just never got the 

paperwork done. But to restrict truck traffic, it requires Board action to do a resolution on it and be 

requested. And we could certainly review it and do that if it makes sense. So if you guys want to move 

forward with that, maybe talk amongst yourselves and let me know we could do that or move forward 

with studying it at least.  The next one sorry for my lack of being organized today. Mr. Chairman, the 

status of the right away cutting, that one that kind of already talked about that will be done soon.  Shady 

Road, 804, was brought up about having washboard and we machined that.  Actually when I replied the 

comments back to Jennifer Lann, she said that they were actually out there machining it that day. And 

then I think the most important one, Supervisor Davis, the study on 15, the speed study and passing 

zones, it finally came back. And I'm glad that it's back, but they did not recommend any changes. So 

that's maybe good news. It's been a while just to get it back.  Traffic engineering office had sort of a lot 

of vacancies and retirements that they worked their way through but I think they are finally getting back 

to a quicker turnaround on traffic engineering studies. I think that's all the highlights from last month.  I 

got an interesting thing to update you guys on down at Shepherd down at Dowdy's Corner, it's not even 

in the Buckingham County, but I was asked by Morgan Dunnavant to let you guys know that that 

flashing yellow arrow that just recently got installed was at his request. It's about a year or so ago, he 
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requested that to be studied and came back. So as part of our follow up process with citizens, we, you 

know, we call them back at the very end and let them know their results. I called to tell him and he asked 

me to share that with the Board here tonight. And I told him that I would be happy to. So other than that, 

I only have to update you on, only thing left to update you guys on is the rural rustic work.   We've been 

working on putting stone down and we did the drainage and stuff, items related to drainage, ditches and 

pipes, mostly on Ivy Road,  Payne’s Pond Road, we did the brush removal and working on drainage 

work. And we still need to put the stone down on that road, the base stone that will go under the surface 

treatment. And then Hunting Shack Road, we finished working on that road for the year.  It's going to 

have to sit over the winter. And then tomorrow we are scheduled to start work on Red Road. So very 

excited to get that one going. But we finally got all the environmental work done. It's currently open to 

charges.  We can work on it at will at this point.  

 

Miles:  That's good news. Thank you.  

 

Frederick:  At this point, I'll open up to you guys, if you have any comments you'd like to give me 

tonight. I'd be happy to take them. 

 

Davis:  Yeah, I'll be looking into it with the Board on Carter G. Woodson as far as the truck traffic.  

We'll discuss that later. But another thing I've been getting a lot of complaints in my community about is 

15 has got as rough as can be from Bremo Bridge all the way up to where y'all paid last year. 

 

Frederick:  Okay, yeah, that one that keeps… 

 

Davis:  It's like washboard. 

 

Frederick:  So we resurface that with our schedule work. It's like a fiscal year thing. The rough area 

you're talking about, I believe is the next fiscal year but I could check on it let you know. 

 

Miles:  So yeah, Mr. Chairman, the people like to hit the sign at the median that indicates that a median 

is ahead right there at 20 and 15. It's kind of an easy target. But anyway, it's just a metal sign that's went  

Down. 

 

Frederick:   Yeah, okay. Right on 20 on 15. 

 

Miles:  That's exactly right. Yep. Right there by Food Lion.  And then just want to say thanks for the 

patching that y'all did on the Andersonville Road and the work on Hunters Road. Thank you. 

 

Frederick:  Alright, thank you.  I'll pass that along to the guys. 
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Bryan:  Scott, is there any way you guys can clean up around that median as well.  

 

Frederick:  Same one that… 

 

Bryan:  Same one Jordan’s talking about. 

 

Frederick:  Yeah. That one grows a lot of weeds out of the cracks. I think we try to keep it sprayed, but 

I'll check on it and see if we can get it cleaned off again.  

 

Miles:  Okay. And maybe the one at Spouses Corner too, since we're talking about medians if that's 

okay. 

 

Bryan:  I mean, it just kind of looks trashy, you know, with people passing through.  Any idea how the 

stimulus plan that just passed is going to affect maybe some of our other roads in the county? 

 

Frederick:  I asked my leadership if there was any early word on any of that today and there is not at 

this time an exact status update on how that will affect. 

 

Bryan:  Because you know, I know we have some secondary roads that haven't been paved you know, 

since they were initially paved, and 

 

Frederick:  Yeah, I know some of the roads you're talking about. But yeah, I think I mean, it could 

mean good things I would hope but that's speculation on my part.   I'm excited about say the least. When 

I do know something I'll update the Board. 

 

Bryan:  Okay, thank you.   

 

Bryant:  Glenmore Road and Well Water Road where you turn off of Glenmore Road, there’s a big hole 

there. 

 

Frederick:  Where the radius is?   

 

Bryant:  Yeah.  

 

Frederick:  Okay. That one has a habit of having that happen it seems like.   

 

Bryant:  It’s been filled in a couple of times, but needs it again. 

 

Frederick:  Okay. All right.  
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Matthews:  Mr. Frederick, we had our biannual Anti-Litter Taskforce meeting on Saturday, on the fall 

cleanup, and I just want to brag on our citizens that have participated with that committee. Especially the 

seminary that’s up in Mr. Chambers’ district.  They had, how much was it? 

 

Miles:   First time was 170.  

 

Matthews:  First time was 170, second time was 100 bags of trash. But I was noticing today, you refer 

to the cutting the right aways and your secondary roads and stuff in primary roads and doing your last 

cut of the year. And it was brought to my attention that if there's any money left over for snow removal, 

from year to year, that some of that money should be allocated to picking up some of this trash that’s on 

these right away.  Is that correct? Or is that not correct? 

 

Frederick:  It's not all the way correct. Every year, there is a snow budget.  We have an ordinary 

maintenance budget.  We also have a snow removal budget. And then if there's a lighter winter, there 

have been years where the residency gets the remainder of the snow removal money to do various 

projects with. And every year, it's, you know, not a guarantee that you'll get that money. So it could 

happen or it could not happen. 

 

Matthews:  Who guarantees the money? Who guarantees where it goes? Who does that? 

 

Frederick:  Central office controls this snow removal budget, or you know what happens to the 

remainder of it, is my understanding. 

 

Matthews:  Okay, so who do we need to talk to about it? 

 

Frederick:  I can certainly give you a name.  Maybe we could talk offline about it.  

 

Matthews:  That's fine. Well, my point being, you know, we've got a group of people that are putting 

forth a lot of effort to clean up these roadways, and they do their job and do it very well. And then in a 

week's time, they come back, and it's been mowed, and we got trash worse than we had before they 

picked it up because the mowers are cutting stuff up. So I know other localities have been able to use 

State VDOT money to as far as their snow removal stuff to clean up these roadways. So we'd like to 

have that participation from VDOT here locally too.   If there's the chance to do that.  

 

Frederick:  Yeah, I'll check on the snow removal money. I mean, we do have litter removal contractors, 

it's typically the same one we use to do mowing work with that pick up trash ahead of the mowing. So 

there's other avenues we can do it. A lot of times, it's what the budget will allow.  I think that the people 

that volunteer, I wish everybody sort of had that heart. I don't think we'd have this problem in the first 

place. It's a horrible problem to have.  
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Matthews:  Well, I just wanted to thank the citizens and they know who they are that participated in 

that. And anyway, we've got a really good crew there. And Mr. Miles is on that same committee that I'm 

participating in too. So we're getting a lot of support from my Board members, too. So. 

 

Frederick:  Yeah, I think that the anti-Litter Task Force is doing a great job. I have to commend you 

guys as well. It's fantastic work. 

 

Miles:  A quick question, Mr. Chairman, so I know y'all are doing this wide fall cut. And at one point 

there was thrown out that some litter would be picked up before by contracted crews before that, is that 

the case with this cut or not? 

 

Frederick:  They're trying to get the big stuff. I know the last primary cutting, there was a lot of stuff 

that did get mowed. There was just so much litter out there.  With COVID last year, nobody wanted to 

really deal with trash, you know, germs out there. So I think the litter problem got extra bad last year. 

When you mow it kind of. If you couldn't mow, if you were going to hit a piece of trash, I don't think 

you would ever mow. So you kind of have to wait. We try not to make it look bad, I guess is the way I'll 

sum that up, but we're doing our best. Thank you guys for bearing with us. 

 

Matthews:  I got a couple more questions for you to Mr. Frederick. First is I think I asked the question 

on Shepherds Corner at 15 and 636. The property they used to… 

 

Frederick:  On that northeast quadrant, there is a stump and some materials up there. That's like a 

proved lay down yard, I'll call it. But that's all going to be removed. I think they've made an agreement 

with that property owner, if I'm not mistaken, to use that area. 

 

Matthews:  For what?   What other job was being used? I mean, that job is over with. 

 

Frederick:  Yeah, that job's done. But it's, I mean, if they made, I don't know the status of that, but 

 

Matthews:  Who knows? 

 

Frederick:   I can check on it. I mean, I did check on it. And it's, everything's in order. I don't think I 

have the ability to tell them to remove that stuff.  

 

Matthews:  It's an eyesore, number one.  You wouldn't, I wouldn't let my house or a neighbor of mine 

leave a piece of property looking like that. I wouldn't want to look at that all day long from across the 

road. The other thing is, for the project, this in an adjacent field is known… 
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Frederick:  Does the zoning not allow somebody to have a tree stump or old construction material on 

their property in Buckingham County? 

 

Matthews:  Not normally, I mean, do you put that in your yard? 

 

Frederick:  Is it illegal to have it there? 

 

Matthews:  Is it illegal? It could be probably. 

 

Frederick:   I want to check that. 

 

Matthews:  If we if we dug deep enough, I mean, you know.  But you should be setting an example, the 

State should be setting an example, the contractor should.  I shouldn't have to be asking this question for 

people that live in that community to have to look at that.  Especially business owners across the street. 

The other thing is this another piece of property that's adjacent to the work that they did that is in a hay 

field. You can't even ride down the edge of the hay field because the left rocks and other material and 

debris at the end of the edge of that field.  Was that supposed to be part of the contract? 

 

Frederick:  That's the first I've heard of these rocks in the edge of the hay field. So I will check on the 

hay field.  I'm gonna double check the ownership of the materials and see if there is a plan to remove 

them, or if they're gonna stay in place. 

 

Matthews:  Thank you. Appreciate it. Are there any other questions, gentlemen? 

 

Chambers:  Thank you for taking the tree down on Route. 20 at Food Lion. 

 

Frederick:   Oh, yeah. Yes, sir. It's been down for a month or so. Thank you for mentioning it. I'll pass 

that along to the guys as well. 

 

Matthews:  I think that’s it.   

 

Frederick:  Okay. Thank you Board. Thanks, guys. You guys have a good night. 
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Re:  Public Hearing:  Case 21-SUP290 Landowner:  Weyerhaeuser; Applicant:  Apex Clean 

Energy Request to obtain a Special Use Permit for a Solar Generating Facility for the purpose of 

constructing and operating a Solar Photovoltaic modules to produce up to 149.5 MWac 

 

Matthews:  Next item is Item K. Public hearings. One is Case number 21-SUP290. I think Mrs. 

Edmondson has some information for us before that actually starts. 

 

Edmondston:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman and members of the Board. We are here for a public 

hearing for Case 21-SUP290 as was introduced last month. I do want to go back and go over a few 

things being the landowners, Weyerhaeuser Company.  Our applicant is Apex Clean Energy. And this 

property involves Tax Map 17, Parcel 8, Tax Map 17 Parcel 9, Tax Map 17 Parcel 13, Tax Map 18 

Parcel 2. These parcels are north of Bridgeport Road, east of Route 20, west of Hardware Road and in 

the Slate River Magisterial District.   It is currently zoned A-1. The original request was to obtain a 

special permit for solar generating facility for the purpose of constructing and operating solar 

photovoltaic modules to produce up to 149.5 megawatts. The power generated will be linked to the 

electrical transmission grid via the existing 138 KV overhead high voltage transmission line adjacent to 

the property.  I did want to add, as indicated in the original set of conditions that was presented in the 

packet that this case was brought back to the Planning Commission on October 25, because there were 

two comments that were missing.  One was inadvertently omitted from Emmanuel Zunz and the other 

one was from Bradley Pickens due to time zone. The Planning Commission was asked to examine the 

content of the comments and consider that every effort was made to ensure a complete recommendation 

to the Board of Supervisors. After hearing these comments, the Planning Commission unanimously 

affirmed its action in sending the application of Riverstone Solar LLC by Apex Clean Energy to the 

Board of Supervisors for approval and do not desire to have any additional information to consider. I 

would like to say that this case was first introduced to the Planning Commission on August 23. There 

were a couple of work sessions held a public hearing held in September and this was introduced in the 

month of October to the Board of Supervisors. There were 27 conditions that were included in your 

packet which became available for public consumption last week. In an effort to address the public 

comments, questions and concerns, as administration I will speak for Karl Carter, our County 

Administrator, our county attorney, myself, our Board of Supervisors who have received phone calls, 

comments, in person visits, emails regarding the responsibility that we have to the public safety of each 

of our citizens. I would like to go over the significant changes that have been made to the condition 

since they were posted in the packet last week. There are now 29 conditions and I will go through the 

changes to the specific conditions. Number 1 has been changed from the packet last week to include the 

last sentence, “Riverstone Solar LLC or any successors assignees, current or future lessees, sublessee, or 

owner of the solar energy facility, the applicant, consent to an annual administrative inspections by 

planning department staff for verification of compliance with the requirements of this SUP after the 

completion of the construction of the project.  The addition to this condition during construction of the 

project the county and its assigns and designee shall have access to the site for inspections and to ensure 
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compliance with the conditions of the SUP.”  Number 2 remains unchanged. Condition 3 remains 

actually has changed with the introduction of C. Three reads that all federal state and local laws 

regulations permit requirements and ordinances will be adhered to including but not limited to A. this 

portion has not change, B has not changed. C, after discussion with Louisa which we were tasked by our 

Board of Supervisor Member Mr. Davis, I believe, we did reach out to this locality and at their 

suggestion and after conversations with DEQ and of course our applicant to ensure that the utmost 

responsibility would be given to the erosion and sediment control plan this has been added to your list of 

conditions. The erosion and sediment control plan shall be prepared in accordance with the Virginia 

erosion and sediment control handbook. As an additional precaution the erosion and sediment control 

plan will be implemented as a sequential progression, demonstrating that not more than 25% of the 

project area be disturbed at any one time during construction without temporary seeding or other 

stabilization in accordance with the Virginia erosion and sediment control handbook. Nothing in this 

condition shall prevent continued construction activities after areas have been stabilized in accordance 

with the Virginia erosion and sediment control handbook. And such stabilized areas will not be subject 

to the 25% limitation and sentence to have this condition. The erosion and sediment control plan will 

provide the means and measures in accordance with Virginia erosion and sediment control handbook to 

achieve stabilization of the disturbed areas and to comply with this condition.  Article D and E were also 

provided in the original set of conditions. Condition number 4 has changed.  That the building permit 

application must be submitted within two years of obtaining special use permit and the commercial 

generation of solar electricity shall begin within 18 months of the approval of the building permit or this 

SUP shall be null and void. The building permit deadline will be extended for 12 months, 3 years total 

and the construction time period extended by 12 months,  30 months total by the administration straight 

of approval of the County Administrator after consultation with the Board of Supervisors due to delays 

in state permits, interconnection approval or other good cause demonstrated by the applicant. Any 

timeframe under which the Commonwealth is under an executive order of the governor declaring a 

statewide emergency will toll the timeframe specified in this condition. Condition 5 has changed from 

its original printing in the packet. All racking solar mods inverters, breaker switches, switches, cabling 

communication components and other ancillary components necessary to convert solar energy to 

electricity and to interconnect to the electrical transmission are considered solar equipment and subject 

to the requirements for such.  Together with setback requirements of that district and other requirements, 

unless otherwise stated in these conditions.  Solar equipment shall not include access roads and 

transmission lines and poles. The addition to this condition, project area shall include all areas within the 

property line boundary that include but not limited to the following: solar equipment, ingress, egress 

access roads, fencing, parking, laydown area setbacks, buffer storage area wetlands, erosion and 

sediment control features, storm water management features and other ancillary components. Battery 

storage and other energy storage methods are not approved as part of this SUP and will require separate 

special use of permitting. Conditions 6, 7, 8 and 9 remain unchanged. Condition 10 has changed. A 

minimum 200 foot setback shall be maintained from solar equipment to any adjoining or adjacent 

residential dwellings that exist at the time of the approval by the Board of Supervisors. This requirement 



  

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                        
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 

- 611 - 

 

may be reduced or waived for the life of the solar energy facility if agreed to in writing by the owner of 

the residence.  Transmission lines and Poles, security fence and project roads may be located within the 

setbacks only were necessary. During construction, the setback may be used for staging of materials and 

parking if the buffer is not disturbed. The addition is: this requirement is intended to be in addition to the 

50 foot setback established from solar equipment to the property line such that all solar equipment will 

be no less than 250 feet from any adjoining our adjacent residential dwelling that exists at the time of the 

approval by the Board of Supervisors. Condition 11 remains unchanged. Condition 12 has an addition 

with Article C.  This addition is a performance bond reflecting the estimated cost of anticipated 

landscaping maintenance as determined by the applicant with the advice of a professional arborist or 

forester shall be posted by the applicant prior to construction. This ensures buffer landscaping is 

adequately maintained for the life of the project. Conditions 13, 14, and 15 have not changed from the 

printing of the packet. Condition 16 has changed. If the solar energy facility is inactive completely or 

substantially discontinuing the delivery of electricity to an electrical grid for a continuous 12 month 

period, it shall be considered abandoned. The applicant shall provide notice to the County Administrator 

immediately upon the project becoming abandoned, inactive and or shutting down operation. The 

applicant or successor and or assigned project owner shall decommission the project within 12 months 

of abandonment or inactivity or substantially discontinuing the delivery of electricity to an electrical 

grid, whichever occurs first.  The decommissioning shall be in accordance with the decommissioning 

agreement between the applicant, project owner and the County. If the project or relevant part is not 

removed within the specified time, the county may cause the removal of the project with costs being 

borne by the project owner as well as be provided for in the approved decommissioning agreement. The 

cost of decommissioning shall be secured by an adequate surety and form agreed to by the county 

attorney including but not limited to a bond, letter of credit cash or a parent guarantee by an investment 

grade entity. The cost estimate of the decommissioning shall be updated by the applicant every five 

years and be provided to the county. At its option the county may require the surety amount be increased 

based on the new cost of decommissioning. The decommissioning agreement shall be agreed upon and 

the surety shall be provided before the issuance of the building permit.  Condition 17 has changed as 

well. The project should be decommissioned within 12 months.  The decommissioning shall require 1. 

the removal of any project facilities installed or constructed there.  2.  the filling in and compacting of all 

trenches or other borings or excavations made in association with the project. And 3. the removal of all 

debris caused by the project from the surface and 36 inches below the surface of the property. Condition 

18 and 19 remain the same as printed in the packet.  Condition 20 has been updated. And these updates 

are after communication and findings from conditions that were or situations that arose from Campbell 

County that were reported to us by some citizens and Board members to investigate a Construction and 

Traffic Management Plan and other mitigation and mitigation measures shall be developed by the 

applicant and submitted to the Virginia Department of Transportation and Buckingham County for 

review. The plan shall address traffic control measures and industry standard pre and post construction 

road evaluation and any necessary localized repairs to include potholes, wash boarding of gravel, 

shoulder reading, culvert crushing, etc. to the public road that are required as a result of damage from 
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the project. The applicant will take all reasonable, reasonable precautions to minimize impact and 

damage to public roads including regular maintenance, washing and sweeping. If a traffic issue arises 

during the construction of the project, the applicant shall immediately developed with input from the 

county and VDOT and implement appropriate measures to mitigate this issue. Condition 21 has not 

changed.  Condition 22 has not changed. Condition 23 has changed.  No aspect of the solar equipment 

shall exceed 17 feet in height as measured from grade at the base of the structure to its highest point. 

Such height restriction shall not apply to electrical distribution facility substations or transmission lines. 

Conditions 24, 25, and 26 remain the same as they were in the packet. Condition 27. The applicant will 

be restricted from using Payne's Road, Georgia Creek Road, Quail Run Lane and the portion of Paynes 

Pond Road from the intersection of Route 20 to the northern boundary of the project area for access to 

the project area during the construction and decommissioning phases of the project. The applicant will 

be restricted from using Payne's Road and Quail Run Lane during the operations and maintenance 

phases of the project. Condition 28 has been added.  The applicant will be restricted from utilizing 

photovoltaic panels with internal components containing cadmium telluride. Only silicone type panels 

are those other panels that have been established as optimal standard best practice shall be utilized by 

the applicant. And Condition 29 has been added. The applicant will consider implementation of 

pollinator habits where appropriate and in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. As I added 

in the last few months, we have really not only heard from our constituents and our citizens but really 

and truly listened to their comments, questions and concerns and have made every best effort to address 

within these conditions. We do have our applicant, Apex clean energy with us this evening for a 

presentation and to address any questions comments or concerns that may arise? 

 

Matthews:  Thank you, Mrs. Edmondston.   We're now going to open the public hearing for Case 21-

SUP290.  Did you want to say something prior to?  Okay. Yes, sir.  Go right ahead. 

 

Jimmy Merrick:  Chairman Matthews, members of the Board, my name is Jimmy Merrick. I'm a 

Development Manager with Apex Clean Energy, based out of Charlottesville, Virginia, and I'm here 

tonight on behalf of the Riverstone solar project that we're proposing. Before I begin, I just want to 

compliment Nicci on her presentation. She's put in a tremendous amount of hard work her and the rest of 

your county staff and I've nothing but positive experiences with those folks. They've clearly done a lot 

of diligence interviewing this application, and it's been good to work with. I would also like to thank all 

of you, along with your commission and solar committee for just taking the time to sit down with us 

learn about solar energy and ask questions and work through this application with us. We've 

incorporated many of your suggestions which Nicci has just walked through in the 29 conditions that are 

there before you tonight. My presentation this evening will primarily summarize the many benefits that 

our project will bring to Buckingham County, but also highlight all the design considerations that we've 

intentionally incorporated into the project. First, I would just like to start with a high level overview of 

it.  
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Next slide please.  
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As many of you already know, Riverstone Solar is located on privately owned commercial timberland, 

silviculture property, mainly loblolly pine, and has been logged for many years at this point. But the 

project that we're proposing is 149.5 megawatt project. And to put that into perspective, that's enough 

size wise to power about 30,000 homes annually with clean electricity. The project is proposed to be a 

40 year project. And after the conclusion of its useful life, the project would be completely 

decommissioned and the land would be restored to its original use. At that stage, though, the landowner 

would be able to use it for however, however they wish it can either go back to silviculture views for 

something else. The proposed solar project area is approximately 900 acres out of the 2000 acre property 

area. 900 acres within that most of it is going to be grass underneath the panels. And in between the 

roads. There is minimal impervious surface, mainly just internal gravel roads for access and the pad for 

the substation. And then outside of the fenced area, we'll have about 1000 to 1100 acres that will consist 

primarily of erosion and sediment control features, wildlife corridors, or conserve open space for DEQ. 

With clean energy, there are a lot of benefits that it will bring to Buckingham County. And from an 

environmental perspective, this project represents significant decarburization of the energy grid that we 

have today. So I said that it's enough power to power about 30,000 homes annually. Now, if you look at 

30,000 homes that were typically powered by conventional fossil fuels now with the introduction of 

clean electricity, to put that in perspective, it's about 277 metric tons per year of co2 offsets. And that's 

equivalent to the amount of carbon sequestered by 308,000 acres of us forests every year, which is just 

about the size of Buckingham County. 
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Next slide, I'd like to just articulate some of the economic benefits that we're proposing this project will 

bring. Now, I've shown this graph in the past, but this is a comparison between the current agricultural 

use over the 40 year life of the proposed project as compared to what the property will generate, if this 

project moves forward and is constructed. As you can see, this project represents a significant increase 

in County revenues. That, you know, one thing I'll note here is that it was increased upwards, not only to 

reflect the revenue share that the county adopted, the real estate taxes that the county will bring, but also 

to reflect the setting agreement that we've proposed. Now during construction, there will be a onetime 

pulse of economic activity in the county. We anticipate the project will bring about 482 jobs, majority of 

which we believe will be held remain local. And that represents about 24 million in wages.  There's also 

going to be tremendous economic output during construction. Taking into consideration what 

Buckingham has to offer, we anticipate there will be about 66.7 million in economic output during 

construction. Now during operations for the long term, you know, starting in year one into year 40, we 

anticipate the project will create about six full time jobs. This is going to be mainly for landscaping and 

maintenance, cutting the grass in and around the panels and maintaining stormwater features and things 

like that. And this represents about 255,000 in wages and 725,000 in economic output to keep the 

project operational for its useful life.  
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Next slide, please. So this slide articulates the annual county revenues that that you can see. So starting 

in year one, with the combination of the revenue share structure that the county passed in the last Board 

meeting, and then also the real estate taxes, the county will see about 261,000 just in year one.  And then 

moving up to year 40 That would escalate 10% every five years on the revenue share side all the way up 

to about half a million dollars in year 40. And so this project represents long term, dependable revenues 

based on the revenue share and the real estate taxes. Now from a real estate tax perspective, given the 

size of the project in year one of operations, we do anticipate that Riverstone will be the largest real 

estate tax payer in the county. Also add that this project may attract future economic development. As 

I'm before you today, over 300 of the largest companies in the United States have made commitments to 

100% renewable energy. And these commitments are, these companies are everyday working to locate 

things like data centers, or distribution centers or manufacturing facilities adjacent to or within 

communities that have made a commitment to sustainability. In fact, many of our partners that we've 

worked with in the past with regards to selling power from these projects to are on this list. 
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Next, I would like to talk a little bit about the community outreach that we've done. So we are a 

renewable energy company and sustainability is, is in front of everything we do. But so it was also 

thoughtful community design. Throughout the development of the project, we have worked very closely 

with county staff, elected officials and your constituents, to shape our project within the community and 

make sure that we can coexist with existing land uses. Beginning in June of 2021, we actually held an 

introductory meeting for all of our future neighbors and county residents to participate in invited the 

supervisor that represents our district, Mr. Davis to participate. And we did that to elicit feedback on the 

project. And since that time, we've stayed in frequent touch with neighbors by mail sending a letter 

every month informing them of the latest project updates, and improvements. In each letter, I've 

provided my contact information, and openly invited folks to reach out to me with any questions or 

concerns that they may have. Now from August to September, we submitted our special use permit to 

Buckingham County. And during that time, we made continuous improvements to our proposal.  We had 

four Planning Commission meetings, two of which were special sessions that were scheduled primarily 

to review our project. During that same time frame, we also held numerous meetings with county staff, 

the solar committee, and many organizations throughout the community. On September 27, your 

commission did indicate that they were pleased with our proposal and associated conditions by 

approving the project to the Board. And once the project was introduced to the Board, we actually 

decided to hold a second community meeting at the Arvonia Fire Station. An event again inviting 

neighbor, neighboring landowners, county residents and elected officials to engage with us in this 

process, and to better understand what was important to the community and what opportunities may be 

available to strengthen the project. From these community meetings, as well as the many phone calls and 

one on one meetings with neighbors, and local organizations since that time, we received several very 
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good suggestions, such as increased setbacks, from residential dwellings, landscaping options to make 

sure that the facility is out of view, and traffic mitigation to ensure road safety for the local community. 

This feedback has been iteratively wrapped into our proposal and is represented into the 29 conditions 

before you.  

 

 
So next, I'll begin to just walk through a little bit of the changes that we've made. And I'll try to keep it 

brief because Nicci was just very thorough with it. But in bold, you have sort of the section that it relates 

to and then the number or the conditions that that are actually included. So what we've done to begin is 

we've increased the residential setbacks and so we originally were at about 150 feet, and we've increased 

that to 250 feet so we've added an additional 100 feet from existing residential dwellings. Now on 

average, most of the surrounding or adjoining land is wooded property and but where there are adjoining 

homes, which there certainly are joining homes, the average distance from the nearest solar panel to 

those adjoining homes is about 815 feet, which is almost three football fields. We've also done is 

enhanced screening. So as you know we've have a 50 foot setback around the entire perimeter of the 

project. And we've committed to leaving existing vegetation within that 50 foot buffer to ensure that the 

project is visually obscured from right aways, from residential dwellings, but even also from wooded 

properties. So this is typically, this is beyond typically what's done in other localities, typically, 

screening and landscaping is only done along right aways or perhaps in front of residential dwellings, 

but we've gone ahead and we've done it around the entire perimeter of the project. And that will be 

maintained for the life of the project. Also, from a panel technology perspective, we did hear some 

concerns from within the community with regards to some panels that contain cadmium telluride, and, 

and the potential for those to harm the water quality or something like that. And so we went ahead, and 
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we just committed to not using any panels that contain cadmium telluride. So the panels that we're 

proposing for this project are a silicon based panel, they are bifacial panels, meaning they can actually 

harvest energy from both directions. So not only when the sun is shining on them, but also when it 

bounces off the ground and comes back up. There's some ambient light there where we can sort of 

double dip in the energy there. Site access, so site access has been front of mind for us really from the 

get go. And so construction and decommissioning traffic will be prohibited on Georgia Creek Road, and 

Quail Run Lane. Those are the two roads on the western side of the project. And so we won't use either 

of those roads during construction. Now, also on construction and decommissioning traffic will be 

prohibited on Payne’s Road and the section of Payne’s Pond Road that extends beyond the northern 

boundary of the project. And so we're Route 20 and Payne’s Pond Road, where that intersection is all 

the way down to the northern boundary of the project, that whole section of road will be off the table for 

any sort of construction traffic. Now in order to access the western portion of the site, we're actually 

going to have to spin Little Georgia Creek with the temporary construction bridge will have very 

minimal impacts to that area, but will allow us to access that western portion. And so we're going 

through a lot of effort to make sure that we can protect those communities from any construction traffic. 

And then during operations, the applicant will not use Payne’s Road or Quail Run Lane. However, we 

will need to use one of those roads to the west to access the project during operations and so that would 

be Georgia Creek Road. But like I said during operations, these projects operate very passively. We only 

anticipate about one to two pickup trucks per week just for landscaping activities it's very minimal 

traffic and the community there should not see any uptick in traffic whatsoever during operations. 
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The next slide I've included some additional design considerations with specific to adjoining 

landowners. We've heard comments with regards to lighting and will this you know be like a like a jail 

or something like that that bleeds out the night sky. So, post construction lighting will just be limited to 

security lighting only will be pointed in the downward direction will be full caught off lighting. So it 

will be no impact to the night sky. And then sound during normal operations. This is a condition sound 

levels must be at 50 decibels from neighboring property lines. And then also during the night the project 

is actually not even it's not even generating electricity and so there's really no audible noise from the 

project at night. Now during construction with regards to that noise, we have committed to prohibiting 

pile driving on Sundays and then limiting it to daylight hours only Monday through Saturday. I 

understand there are three churches along Bridgeport Road and we shared that information with them 

and they seem to be pretty happy with that that commitment. Height restrictions, we've reduced the total 

height of the project down to 17 feet. This doesn't include electrical distribution facilities, but we think 

that that we estimate that will be very limited of the project.   Also road maintenance Nicci went through 

this condition in detail, but we will be responsible for repairing any localized damages that may result 

from the project and typically what standard for this is we'll actually do a pre-construction survey and 

then a post construction survey. It's more common now to even use video. And so there will be thorough 

record of current road conditions before construction starts. And then if there's anything in question, we 

can actually go back to the video and make sure that post construction is everything is as it was before 

construction. We've also committed to iteratively maintaining these roads during construction, so any 

wash boarding that might occur on Payne's Pond Road, or any potholes that come up, there's actually 

language in the condition that says that we'll immediately address that in coordination with the county 

and v dot and make sure that it's addressed and that's condition 20. 
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We've also brought an industry experts here today Timmons group, I have Dan Jamison, who I'd like to 

introduce, and Dan is very experienced erosion and sediment control engineer that actually works on 

these projects every day, doing the erosion and sediment control design. And so given the comments that 

we've received with regards to erosion and sediment control, and really trying in an attempt to address 

any concerns about this project with regards to managing water, I've asked Dan to come today to speak 

really at a high level about what's required and the permitting that's required and things like that. And so 

Dan has provided a few slides that I wanted to give him an opportunity to sort of walk through that if 

that would be appropriate. 

 

 
 

Jamison:  Good evening. Excuse me. Good evening. Yes, my name is Dan Jamison. I'm a professional 

engineer and the group leader of the energy and renewables group at Timmons based out of our 

Richmond office. What I wanted to discuss tonight is just how these types of projects are going to be 

managing water throughout their life, and it's done in two phases.  The first being erosion and sediment 

control. That's going to be during construction looking to capture and manage any sediment laden water 

that's caused during construction from disturbed land. And the second being the stormwater 

management, which is the control of water during the operation of the site itself.  
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Next slide, please. The erosion and sediment control talk about that first, that's going to be the first step 

in managing water for these projects. Of course erosion and sediment control is done per the applicable 

state regulations and as was mentioned earlier, the Virginia erosion and sediment control handbook as 

well as any applicable Buckingham County ordinances. The erosion and sediment control plan is 

reviewed and administered at the local level in Buckingham County with the assistance of the Peter 

Francesco Soil and Water Conservation District. As part of these projects, the erosion sediment control 

plan is going to warrant a bond be posted with the county and that's to ensure that we can maintain the 

project controls that are put in place.  
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Next slide, please. Erosion and sediment control, what we're really talking about is for the most part 

perimeter control measures, this is going to be the first phase of any really any land development project 

that we're going to need to put all this perimeter control in mainly consisting of ditches and sediment 

type ponds.  That's needs to be installed before any upslope activity can be done such as clearing, 

grading grubbing, or the installation of the facility itself. Erosion sediment control is done in two phases 

on every project. So what we're looking at is putting the initial phases before any other work is done. 

And then once the land is cleared and grubbed, then it transitions as the grading commences to make 

sure that we are appropriately controlling any of the land changes that the grading or the installation of 

the facility may cause.  
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Next slide please.  The second part of stormwater management for all development projects then would 

be this what's considered stormwater management by the state.  That is going to be reviewed at DEQ 

central office.  They have a team of review engineers who look at all of the solar projects across the state 

so they're able to apply all of the, you know, everything that they're seeing going on in the state, they're 

able to apply it equally. So this Buckingham County is an opt out county mean that DEQ administers 

their program. So this will be submitted to them. And it's going to be a pretty rigorous review. I know 

the slide says three to four months were often seen, you know, six, seven plus months to get through the 

review cycle.  Largely in part that DEQ is understaffed as a lot of people are, and they want to make 

sure that the projects are reviewed as they need to be. So it's a lot of time just waiting for them to do the 

review. There's two components of stormwater management. And what we're really talking about post 

construction, stormwater management, the first being water quality.  Development projects are going to 

be what we look at is what the land cover is for any of these sites, as Jimmy was saying, you know, very 

little impervious in the roads, and the substation, but then we have the rest of it being grass.  All of that 

still generates a pollutant load in the eyes of the state and the regulations. So what we're looking at to 

address water quality is how do we now mitigate the pollutant loading that this site is going to generate 

per year.  There's a couple different ways to do it. But a site like this really lends itself to putting a lot of 

land into a forest open space area, that means it's a completely undisturbed area before, during and after 

construction.  Typically going to be around your environmental environmentally sensitive features, such 

as our wetlands and our streams. So this buffer itself is going to be offsetting the pollutant loading, that 

the land cover change is going to be caused on this project.  
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Next slide, please. And, well, I think I pretty much already covered this, again, it's a pretty rigorous 

review. And we're going to be looking at using conserved open space as the primary method of 

mitigating our water quality measures.  
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Next slide, please. And the second component is the water quantity. And this is probably the one that 

really catches everyone's eyes. This is what we're talking about is what is going to be leaving the site 

after construction is done in our post development case. So what we're looking at here is two different 

ways of looking at water quantity. And that's Channel protection and flood protection.  Channel 

protection being what we're looking at is the energy that's going to be created by this project, by the land 

cover, by the impervious area. And analyzing that at where the points where we discharged from the 

site. The state has a their mitigation strategy is called the energy balance equation, basically saying that 

we want to take our pre developed flows and reduce those by 20% at each of our outfall points.  That's 

going to and the idea behind it is that smaller storms happen a lot more often. And we don't want that 

you know higher energy going in and eroding out the system, eroding out all of the little tributaries that 

gets us to the larger systems.  So that in channel protection, we're analyzing every outfall point to make 

sure that we have the post developed reduction in flow rate. The second part being flood protection. 

We're taking a look at a little more globally, a little bit further off the site to make sure that when our 

water gets down into those main drainage waves that we're not increasing either the flow depth or the 

velocity in those systems. And we take those down to analysis point, which is generally the floodplain to 

show that we're not increasing any flooding until it gets to an area that is already experiencing some 

amount of flooding.   

 

 
 

Merrick:   So I'll wrap this up with just this slide. Some of the design considerations that go into 

managing water right. For one I'll just highlight that the project area with the Riverstone is proposing to 

be sited on has a lot of topography and undulations. This actually lends itself well to a favorable 
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stormwater design. So the project will be designed around these natural drainage areas. And this what 

will happen is, you know, we're not going to change the landscape in a way where we change the 

drainage areas.  We would actually design the stormwater around where these natural features are. And 

so Riverstone presents itself to in a way where we're actually going to need to significantly more, but 

smaller stormwater basins throughout the entire project area. This actually helps to allow a more even 

distribution of water flow, and make sure that we don't have any, you know, any of the same events that 

a lot of folks have fresh in their minds in Louisa Belcher solar project. Now, we've mentioned this but 

there's very minimal impervious surface. And when we say impervious surface, we basically mean like a 

parking lot, right an area where water is not going to percolate through the soil. We're estimating maybe 

1 to 3% of the area would even be impervious surface.  It's just at gravel access roads, and then a 

concrete pad for the substation.  Everything else is just going to be grass, underneath the panels and in 

between the panels. And then we're also going to have ample protections outside of the fence line. So 

900 acre fence line, predominantly, that's going to be grass. And then outside of that, we've committed 

to erosion and sediment control stormwater basins, that's where those will be located outside of the 

project area, you know, dry grass basins. And then we'll also have all this sense of environmental 

features like the wetlands, those will all be preserved and won't be impacted. Except maybe for where 

we might have to cross one for an access road.   But typically will use existing logging roads for those 

uses. But also, like Dan was saying, much of it is going to be designated just as concert open space that's 

required for the calculations that we have to do with DEQ to meet what's required for the handbook. 

Right. So basically, post construction, water flow cannot exceed pre construction water flow. And so 

that informs the math that goes into how this is designed. And so what you have out there right now, per 

the regulation and per the design of the project, it will be designed in a way where you're not going to 

have anything beyond what's out there right now. And then, over the long term, this will enhance 

protection of the Natural Resources downstream of this project.  There's going to be an inclusion of 

number of permanent stormwater basins. And then like I said, there's going to be ample area that's going 

to be protected and allow for proper filtration of water and for future uses. Now with regards to 

conditions that we've done, so as Nicci mentioned, we have gone above and beyond and what's required 

as part of the DEQ handbook.  We've committed to phasing the project, so not more than 25% of the 

project area is disturbed at any one time without temporary seating or other stabilization in accordance 

with the handbook. And so this will limit the actual, the sequential progression of how we work our way 

through the site. Typically from a construction perspective, to get back to the site, we have to build a 

road. And then per law, first thing that we have to do before we do any disturbance is literally construct 

the stormwater control features. And so erosion and sediment control is prioritized from the beginning. 

And before we can start any clearing beyond that, we have to make sure that all the erosion and 

sediment control features are established. And then lastly, we have committed to compensating the 

county for any third party oversight. So Riverstone will prepare designs and in addition, they'll work 

with a third party engineering firm typically to help stamp those designs. And so that's two organizations 

there will submit into the county for review. That's another organization there.  The county will then go 

and they'll coordinate with the Peter Francisco's Soil and Water Conservation District. So that's the 
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fourth organization. And then we've committed to reimbursing the county for any third party planner 

views or ongoing inspections. So that's a fifth organization that will all have their eyes on this just for 

the erosion and sediment control perspective of this project. And so the project will be well vetted, and 

there's going to be a tremendous amount of oversight in the process.   

 

Really, that's the conclusion of my presentation, Dan and I will both be available for questions. But 

Riverstone will bring tremendous benefits to Buckingham County, and our project has been designed 

with the community and the environment in mind. We've incorporated many of the suggestions that 

we've heard from neighbors and local leaders. We believe that the SUP application requests before 

tonight meets and in many cases exceeds County and industry standard requirements providing 

significant protections to the community. We respectfully request that you approve our special use 

permit application request tonight and sincerely appreciate your time and attention. 

 

 
 

Matthews:  Thank you Mr. Merrick. We'll go ahead and open the Case 21-SUP290 for the public 

hearing. 

 

Lann:  We have two written comments, 19 emails, 4 voicemails and 17 people signed up to speak. 

 

Matthews:  What we’ll do, we have some people that are sitting in the lobby that are going to be 

speaking so the first, how many people are we over crowded? 

 



  

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                        
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 

- 629 - 

 

Lann:  It's probably about four or five. 

 

Matthews:  Okay, so after the first, let's say seven people speak, you're gonna have to go out into the 

portico for the rest of the hearing until the other people speak so I'll let you know as we get along with 

the public comments on who's gonna be leaving and who's coming in. Okay, thank you. 

 

Nancy Thompson: Good evening, Board members, county staff and guests. My name is Nancy 

Thompson. I'm Director of Government Affairs for Weyerhaeuser.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

comment tonight and to offer our support for the special use permit application for the Riverstone solar 

project located on Weyerhaeuser land in Buckingham County. As you know, we are a private landowner 

and Buckingham County. In total, we own about 52,000 acres here in the county, 123,000 in the state 

and 11 million acres in the United States. It's important to know that Weyerhaeuser lands are 100% 

certified under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative. Our Timberlands office in Lynchburg, and 

Distribution Center in Richmond employ approximately 40 people and we paid in excess of 2 million in 

taxes to the State of Virginia in 2020. Excluding payroll taxes. Our employees are active and engaged in 

the communities in which we operate and volunteer their time to supplement corporate giving support. 

The majority of our land in Virginia is and will remain and working forest and it will continue to support 

the state's Forest Products economy. While the primary use for our property is working forest lands, we 

also explore additional activities such as renewable energy projects like wind and solar if they are a 

good fit on our lands. We carefully evaluate such projects with reliable and responsible partners. These 

projects are not a fit for the majority of our land and are only possible on a small percentage of land that 

we own. Again, the majority of our land is and will remain working forest land.  Weyerhaeuser supports 

Apex Clean Energy's proposed Riverstone solar project. The project has been carefully vetted by our 

renewable energy business and meets our strict standards. We support solar projects that provide mutual 

benefit for both Weyerhaeuser and the communities in which we operate, creating new revenues and 

providing clean energy. Weyerhaeuser and Apex have enjoyed a strong working relationship over 

several years and we have been impressed with their professionalism, expertise and leadership in the 

renewable energy sector. For those reasons, we strongly endorse their pursuit of the Riverstone solar 

project in Buckingham County. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment this evening and I'll 

step out. 

 

Matthews:  Thank you Mrs. Thompson. 

 

Kelly Franz:  Good evening my name is Kelly Franz.   I live at 511 Blue Heron Lane in District 1. The 

Buckingham Comprehensive Plan states the following, and I quote, continuing to recognize that one of 

its richest assets is agricultural, forestry and rural lands, Buckingham wants to continue to protect those 

areas and natural resources to ensure that a rural quality of life is maintained. Protecting and preserving 

farmland forests uses livestock operations, wetlands, significant wildlife habitats and water resources are 

of primary importance to these areas. And I believe due diligence is required.   You are only hearing 
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Apex’s side of the story.  Please call for an independent review of the project. A 2000 acre solar project 

this close to the James River is a huge mistake. Please look at the many failed solar project in this state 

alone. Belcher, Grasshopper and particularly the Apex Alta Vista project in Campbell County. 

Riverstone is an even larger project with a potentially catastrophic irreparable damage to the 

environment. No solar project should be considered anywhere in Buckingham until Buckingham County 

has created a solar ordinance that protects both the county and its residents from potentially 

unscrupulous business practices. I'm unclear how this project is even considered for a special use permit, 

as it will certainly substantially change the character of the property in the surrounding properties. 

Decommissioning stipulation of clearing only things 36 inches down leaves one to two feet of aluminum 

posts in the ground forever. Some studies claimed negligible changes in property values when 

surrounded by solar but interestingly enough those studies were funded by solar companies. In reality 

property values can drop anywhere between 5 and 25%. Relative to the proximity of the solar project. 

My property's value when surrounded by almost 2000 acres of an industrial sized, privately owned solar 

project will certainly drop closer to the 25% side of the scale. 25%.  Please reject this special use permit 

and protect my safety, my rural way of life, my property value, my peace and quiet, this beautiful 

historic part of Buckingham County, the James River and ultimately the Chesapeake Watershed. I ask 

this not only for myself, but for my neighbors as well.  Thank you. 

 

Laurie Collins:  I’m Laurie Collins. I'm one of the sisters.  511 Blue Heron Lane, District 1. Ever since 

I heard about this project, which is one day before the Planning Commission meeting, I've looked up 

everything I could find about solar. I learned a lot. I learned a lot of the pros and cons of a project like 

Riverstone solar. Most of the information you can find online about solar is written by solar companies. 

Call today for more information, reduce the carbon footprint so many jobs tax dollars. By the time I 

finished reading all the advantages of solar I was so impressed. Almost like one of those infomercials to 

talk you into buying something that's truly amazing. But wait, there's more. The cons.  Wiping out 1900 

acres of wildlife, erosion, potential flooding, contamination of ponds and rivers, fire and noise, 425, I 

use that number loosely, strange men may be living next door and camping. And not enough controls 

placed on these companies to follow the rules. We have rules in place that are enforceable. There's 

already construction vehicles coming from 20 up to that property, Yetco for one.  You can’t enforce that. 

That road won't be safe for us to travel on. You guys have a big decision. And many years ago, when I 

was going through a difficult time my mother gave me some advices stuck with me. She said look at all 

the sides, then avoid the worst that could possibly happen and nothing will ever be that bad. A vote 

against this special use permit and its location is a vote for the health of your creeks, your ponds or 

water halls and the James River. A vote against this project is a vote for a beautiful, quiet and 

undisturbed area. That's the main reason so many of us choose to live here. A vote against this project is 

a vote for the surrounding farmers, their animals, their crops, and their very livelihoods. A vote against 

this project is a vote in favor of the families. The homes the lands that have been in the backdrop of their 

ancestors handed down and cherished.  Their history. A vote against this project is about for protecting 

the people from erosion, potentially catastrophic flood and fire. But a vote against this project is the vote 
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you can be proud of for the rest of your lives. They talk 40 years it's the rest of my life. A pivotal vote 

which will speak volumes about your integrity, possibly your careers, can be your legacy. A vote against 

this project in this location is a vote to put industrial solar on commercial or industrial lands, that’s better 

suited, safer. Gentlemen, please vote against this project. And let's avoid the worst that can possibly 

happen. Thank you. 

 

Matthews:  If we could stick to the three minutes, I’d appreciate it. 

 

Mike McCaig:  Good evening. My name is Mike McCaig. I've lived in the Arvonia area for over 30 

years. And I came to the county because of its rural atmosphere. And the great way we're close to the 

James River.   Scottsville is getting ready to expand and folks are going to be looking down the 20, 

Route 20 corridor for home sites. And this well thought out solar project, I believe, is just in the wrong 

location. It was chosen most likely because it's close to the transmission lines. But it's taking up a large 

portion of the northern part of the county. 2000 Acres is a big chunk of land. And I think it's really going 

to impact a lifestyle. And I think it's going to impact property values. I haven't heard much about that 

this evening. But I do believe it will negatively impact real estate. And we've got 40 years to live with 

this project if it goes through.  Thank you very much for your time. Appreciate it and I'll step out. Thank 

you. 

 

Richard Walker: Good evening, Richard Walker, property owner in Union Hill, Buckingham County. I 

wish I had these folk here when we're going through the ACP, that we're talking about preserving their 

land. I could have used those speeches, then. You know, it's not a pipeline that we're talking about. You 

know, it's not the ACP that could have destroyed a historically African American community. Its 

renewable energy. It's a solar farm. It is not a gold mining project. It is not another Atlantic Coast 

pipeline project. It is renewable energy. We fought for that with Dominion. And now we are 

complaining about bringing renewable energy here. You know, God forbid that we disallow this to 

happen. And then here we go, again, with a project the size of what Dominion wanted to do with the 

Atlantic Coast pipeline and what Mountain Valley wants to do with that, that we get that back in here. 

You know, I've gotten with acceptance that most rural counties in the State of Virginia do not have a 

major source of revenue. So they will buy into a lot of projects that will bring that sustainable revenue to 

their communities. You know, I've witnessed it myself, when I ride through Pittsylvania County, you 

know, and right here, it's 55 miles per hour, and then 25 feet is goes to 35. And then the police is sitting 

right there to give me a ticket. Because that's their source of revenue. This would be ideal for the county. 

I'm admitting it. So, you know, granted, I had some issues when it came to Atlantic Coast pipeline, 

because it was coming across my family's property, which we've owned since 1867. You know, I have a 

big issue with that. But this, you know, and I'm hoping, believing based on their work that they've done, 

that they've laid it all out that it will not disturb, the wildlife, would not disturb the James River. That 

will be more a conservation project as well. I also do training. I trained individuals on how to install 

solar panels. I've done one here in Union Hill in Buckingham County, in Union Hill, you know, and I've 
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gone on since then and done several of them through the City of Richmond. So I am confident that they 

will utilize residents and individuals in this county and the surrounding counties to help with the 

installation of this project, and we will be willing to come here to create those trainings for individuals 

that they will be able to get work, not a man camp, that it will house individuals from other states and 

from the rest of the United States. We want to be able to employ individuals that directly live right here 

in our community. You know, so I'm looking forward to it and I support this SUP for Riverstone, that it 

would be an ideal project for this county at this time. Thank you very much. 

 

Brad Pickens:  Yep, good evening, gentlemen, lady, Brad Pickens, District 1, Scottsville. If it seems too 

good to be true, it probably is. As an adjacent landowner, I could talk about the impact of this project to 

me, like the entire watershed draining into my property and historic Payne’s Pond.  I could talk about it 

surrounding my forever home with an artificial sea of steel and glass.  I could challenge you to say if 

you would honestly approve this, if it were surrounding your property. Instead of talk how this impacts 

you, the Board of Supervisors.  This project will be your legacy, mark my words. If you approve it, this 

legacy will be a disastrous and negative one. First, it steps outside the comprehensive plan by endorsing 

rather than discouraging industrial development in District 1. There's no provision for this project on a 

one land. Apex is not a public utility. It's a private venture.  It intends to sell its power to a corporate 

client, much like Campbell County project and Facebook. You'll be accepting risk on behalf of the 

neighboring landowners as well as the entire county for an unrealistic erosion control scheme. Similar 

schemes and promises and even DEQ approved mitigations have failed across Louisa, Culpepper, 

Mecklenburg, Matthews and Campbell just to name a few counties. Why do you honestly think and even 

larger project only three eighths of a mile from the James River will be different? During construction 

Apex will be forced to use out of state contractors for the pile driving assembling startup.  Promises of 

local jobs will simply not materialize. Campbell County Board of Supervisors thinks maybe nine 

construction jobs were created. Is that worth your reputations? Solar developers target rural communities 

with no solar policy policies like Buckingham.  They try to speed the process through before the county 

can react. Tonight's solar heavy agenda demonstrates that. Once approved, these projects are sold, 

usually within the first couple years and change hands many times. At each change, the new owner will 

petition the county for relief from taxes and the onerous requirements stating they are making their 

numbers and need relief to stay in business. At about the 25 year point production will drop 

significantly. And that final in a reuse project as a write off. Most are LLCs and will dissolve prior to the 

decommissioning date. The pittance of a bond set aside in 2022 will not be adequate to restore the 

property in 2062. The salvage value is wildly exaggerated. Like many projects out west the panels will 

go to the landfill because they're simply too expensive to break down and recycle. Do your own research 

please and perform an independent review. Look at it from a neighbor's perspective and the problems 

will jump out at you. Even the proposed amendments give away the keys to the kingdom.  They sound 

good until you read closely. For instance transmission lines and poles, security fence and project roads 

may be located within the setbacks. When would that be necessary? Who determines? Apex?  the 
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county? Does the adjacent landowner have a say? If you want this tax revenue bad that's how you'll get 

it. This is your legacy. Please don't regret rushing into it. Thank you 

 

Jennis Pickens: Good evening. I'm Jennis Pickens, District 1.  Also a landowner adjacent to the solar 

project. My family owns Payne's Pond, which is a historic pond that is surrounded on three sides by this 

project. So I'd like to point out tonight, that the land under consideration for the project is zoned for 

agriculture. And it has been used for timber production for the last 60 years.  By removing all the trees 

and vegetation that equals the size of 18 football fields. Apex is going to create a moonscape.  The trees 

are going to be replaced with 1000s of galvanized steel pilings. This is the opposite of what research 

supports to be green. I question the numbers that Jimmy Merrick presented about carbon sink, and trees. 

I really feel like we need to look at an independent study of what the real numbers are with carbon sink 

and deforestation. On one hand, we're promoting that the trees be renewed and reforested. And on the 

other hand, we're hearing that solar is the answer to carbon sink. I asked you to have an independent 

review done. I feel that replanting the trees is the most effective strategy to sequester the carbon and 

mitigate climate change. I also have concerns about the runoff from the construction that will go directly 

into Payne's Pond, and we are surrounded on three sides, the elevation is much higher on some areas of 

the project. And the screen is not enough, because it is higher. And when you see it out, you can't see the 

elevation, you can't see how much higher the project is going to be from our property. So I just asked 

you to look very carefully at all the aspects of this project.  I asked you to look at the solar trash. So 

what happens to these obsolete solar panels?  They're estimated to last maybe 20 years. That's not even 

the life of the project. So they will end up in our landfills because it costs more to recycle and extract 

those materials from the panels than it does to dump them in the landfill. And that's what's happening in 

Europe. That's what's happening in the West.  Other places are facing solar trash. It is estimated by 

2015, that solar trash will surpass plastic trash. That's shocking. We've all seen the pictures of plastic 

trash, filling our oceans. So I asked Lyn Hill, how does he feel about having all that solar trash in 

Buckingham County?  

 

Matthews:  Your time is up. 

 

J. Pickens:  So okay, well, I asked you to vote no for this project. Thank you. 

 

David Ball:  Good evening. I'm David Ball, District 3. You know, it seems like every time there's a 

proposed project for energy, there's always a group of people that say no. And the fact is, we need 

energy in this country. We are so far behind our competitors of China and Russia. And they are 

mounting in ways that we aren't even prepared to compete with.  If we don't start looking at our 

infrastructure, and finding positive effective ways to create energy, to create opportunity, to create jobs, 

and to create industry and to supply power to those industries. We are going to be sorely in a bad state. 

Everybody thinks that solar is bad. I have studied solar since the 1970s. I've seen this development. I've 

seen its change. There's a lot of aspects about industry in this country that have changed dramatically 
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over the past 40-50 years. And they will continue to change. But the fact is, that long after human 

civilization is long gone, the sun will be shining and warming the earth. And that solar energy that's 

coming in is immense. And solar energy is enough to power the needs of human civilization for 

thousands and thousands of years.  Long, long before and long after human civilization will exist. So 

what are we so afraid of? Why are we so afraid to develop? Why is it so unimportant for our future? I 

mean, if people don't want solar energy, if they don't want, if they don't want power all together, then 

maybe they ought to go back to the old ways. Maybe they ought to cut their power lines. Maybe they 

gotta cut their energy. Maybe they are started living in cabins. But let's not burn wood because we don't 

want to pollute the atmosphere. So maybe they ought to just get tents and do like the old fashion people. 

Move north in the summer, move south in the winter. But don't, don't stop to put a home up. Don't stop 

to live. Just keep rolling. Because without energy, this country has no future. And we need and we 

seriously need to look at the future. Because it is important. And I think this is a good project. There are 

problems and you should think about how to solve those problems before we get started. Thank you 

 

Patricia Whittaker:  I live on Claybank Road by the way. Y'all know what's on 60 about a quarter of a 

mile from my house. Right? Everybody knows what's happened there. Talk about clean energy. It's not 

clean. I've got black soot on my furniture when I had the windows open. It's not clean. I read our article 

from Virginia Tech the other day. Trees is your life. Like it or not. But if you don't have trees, you don't 

have air. And believe you, I got two bad lungs. And I know what air means to a person. I come to 

Buckingham because it got polluted down the road. I've been here for 20 years. Picked this place 

because I'm a country girl to the bone. I was raised on a dairy farm. I milked 100 cows with milkers 

before I went to school in the morning.  This thing with this solar energy, I think should be put before 

the voters in Buckingham County. I've seen it up and down the road and my husband and I are both 

retired. We shop all around the area. We go all different places for one day. Appomattox is a gorgeous 

County. Charlotte County is a gorgeous county. Everything around Buckingham is a pretty county 

including Buckingham.  Matter of fact, a lot of people like me, I'm not going to stay in Buckingham, I'm 

going to sell to these guys right here. Because they asked me to let them have 100 acres. I think this 

solar panel is all about money. And I'm almost positive of it. And I think the county has got elderly 

people that can't make it up here, that's worked hard for their land and they need to have a vote in this 

thing. It shouldn't be up to the Board to vote on something that is this heavy. This should be put on a 

public ballot only. This is not clean energy and they know it. I'm telling you, I got a white Jeep out there 

in a parking lot. I wash it regular. Like I said where the crow flies I live about a quarter mile maybe less. 

I went to a business meeting the other week. On that panel all on that panel, I'm not gonna be ugly, but 

everything was about money. If I want to be a millionaire, I sell to these guys. But that's not my goal. 

My goal is to leave something here for the kids. Your animals in this county is really and truly the only 

really everybody says oh go to Buckingham County and hunt me a bear. Okay, everybody that I talked 

to down the road is all about coming to Buckingham County and hunting. This thing is all about money. 

And I think it should be addressed to the public people of this county. 
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Matthews:  Mrs. Whittaker, your time is up. 

 

Whittaker:  Thank you.  Am I supposed to go outside also? 

 

Matthews:  I think we've got seven.  Are there more people out in the portico that need to come in? 

Everybody else. they've already come in. Okay. 

 

Laura Keeton:  Actually, I'm District 1. I live in 3284 Payne’s Pond Road. And I have to say, my 

husband and I are very informed citizens. And we never heard of this until about a week ago, when a 

person sent a flyer out, not by the company, but a local person in our neighborhood. And so, I know we 

have heard that we've been informed, but we were never informed either verbally or by mail. The one 

thing I just want to say we've heard a lot about animals and the environment, and which is very much 

my passion. Where we live, we have 30 acres, and when I think of 2000 acres, I look at my land and I 

think, oh, 30 Acres is a lot of land.  2000 acres? We have bear and we have deer, and we have all the 

things, turtles and we love it. And I do think 2000 acres even though you promised the buffer, we'll see 

about that. But I think that it's environmentally, I'm thinking of the animals. And I do want to say we 

have a dear friend who has a very successful soybean farm in Tidewater, Virginia. And about four years 

ago, he came to visit us and he said, he was approached by the solar company to sell his farm. And his 

wife was very much in favor of it because they could retire very comfortably. They were going to get 

like $4 million for their farm. But then the farmer thought about it. And he said, once you take away the 

farmland, you're not gonna get it back, and the pylons go down, they will destroy that farmland. And 

that's I've wished you would vote no. 

 

Jeeva Abbate:  Hello, it's good to see the supervisors, again, after almost two years of not being here 

and meeting with you, gentlemen, and staff and public here for an important issue, which is how this 

renewable energy project can work for Buckingham County. So I've spent some five or six years in front 

of you all, telling you how a fossil fuel project would not be good for Buckingham County. And I stood 

in front of you and told you we needed to go to renewable energy. I even told the employees of 

Dominion, they ought to get into the solar business. So now they are. Now the corporations and utilities 

are moving hard. And we need them to because we're in a climate emergency. All the folks that have 

been environmental supporters, my good friends have stood up and said we are in a climate emergency. 

We don't have time to spare. We can't do it by putting panels just on homes. I'm interested in community 

solar myself. I'm working with CVEC. It's taken me two years to get we're even talking about the 

technical sides. But I want to put in a two megawatt field in Yogaville to support us. And that would be 

enough to give some back to our community. But it is a technical issue. And it costs $250,000 just to 

connect. Okay, just to connect to CVEC and make sure it's distributed. So this is not an easy thing. You 

can't just replace utility scale solar, with community solar. I'm keeping on this and I'm determined to do 

some community solar. But I want to say that we're in a climate emergency. Okay. Now I want to say 

that I'm very considerate of the neighbors. We ought to love our neighbors as ourselves and our 
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neighbors have every reason to be concerned and make sure a project of this scale is handled. But I want 

to also make note, I've talked to the representative from Weyerhaeuser. They have been clearing that 

land for 60 years. They have been using mitigation techniques that are somewhat included here. But 

Apex has gone beyond the techniques from what I've seen, that Weyerhaeuser has been using. And I 

haven't seen any catastrophe. I don't see the James River inundated with pollutants. I haven't heard 

complaints from any of these folks who have lived next to Weyerhaeuser land that they are suffering, 

because periodically there's clearing, some mitigation, then they go to another segment and do clearing 

much as the construction here is going to occur. But Apex has gone way beyond this. I even held a 

community meeting so all of our local community, people could ask questions, I heard many of these 

questions. And I have seen that there's mitigation solutions proposed for each and every one of the 

things that I've heard. We are in a climate emergency, let me just remind you.  So there is recycling. 

Anybody who says there's not recycling of components after they've reached the end, doesn't understand 

solar.  The panels are warrantied for 25 years, most of the components other than that for 30 years.  The 

panels themselves are usable at lower efficiency 75 to 80% beyond that to 40 or 50 years.  These panels 

will be recycled. Right now, if you Google recycling solar panels, you'll get a dozen companies that take 

the panel's grind them down, and a assertively recycle the bits for other equipment. So I'm just saying, 

Do your research. If you do just enough to support your argument, you're not understanding how solar 

projects of this scale are required. Look at the G 20 summit. They need this scale to occur for these 

things to happen. Please support this project. It's needed. I would like to see the local neighbors get some 

energy from this somehow and I think if there's any way to do that, I would argue for that. Thank you so 

much. Please support clean energy.  We are in a climate emergency. Thank you 

 

Jeff Davison:  Mr. Davison left before called. 

 

Kenda Hanuman:  Evening, Kenda Hanuman, District 5.   I will say I appreciate the fact that you're 

trying to make more stringent requirements and adding ordinances. I commend you for that. The 

handout contrasts utility scale and community solar, which I found very interesting. I'm not antisolar at 

all, I think it's a great thing. But I do question scale and, and a siting of something of this magnitude. I 

do want to see community solar in Buckingham.  I hope that Impact Solar or Power Solutions will come 

to Buckingham and I think maybe Apex knows how to do it. That would be great if they do that for us. I 

just don't think that once you strip all this land, the environmental benefits that we get on it. It's not 

going to be the same as logging companies that cut down a tree and it grows. They replant them 

immediately and they grow 20 more years.  There's not gonna be anything growing except the fescue 

that Jimmy Merrick’s talked about as grass. So I have so many questions. I wonder where the cost 

benefit report for us Buckingham citizens are, is so that we can see what we we've heard pros and cons. 

Well, that's costs and benefits or reverse so, let us know what are we going to gain rather than lose 

should this project happen? Yeah, $14 million. That's a lot of money. But what are we going to lose in 

the process? And what can we never regain afterwards?  What research can you share with us that 

you've done about the other solar utility scale projects? You know, they're asking for independent 
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research on these things. How much independent research have you had looking into this? Apex and 

Jimmy Merrick do a great job of printing or representing their story but that's only one side of it. So this 

is going to set a precedent and as people say, it will be your legacy as well. I hope that you'll think about 

what's next because I’ve spoken with Mrs.  Edmondston and she says there are other ones coming.  This 

would just be the first.  The traffic on Bridgeport Road would impact the school bus traffic there.   I 

hope you'll think about our children's future.  Thank you. 

 

Cassel Adamson:  Thank you for this opportunity to speak in front of you today. There are so many 

parts of this I don't even know where to begin to start with but before I even begin, I'd like to say that 

I'm here representing my parents, Mr. And Mrs. Adamson. They own 1000 acres next to the proposed 

solar industrial grid. I'm also representing the Wilmoth’s, Kate and Randy Wilmoth, they're farmers 

right there on Bridgeport road. And I'm representing myself as well. There's so many reasons why you 

should vote no. The first one is we've never gotten proper notice from the either the developer or from 

the county of this process being bid on tonight or moving forward, number one.  Number two, it's the 

wrong zoning. It is for agricultural use. It is for residential use, it is not for an industrial power grid. 

Three, it does not have anything to do with Buckingham County's long term plan or comprehensive 

plan. Nowhere in there is there to be an industrial grid a quarter of a mile from the James River. It's not 

there. The buffer that Jimmy like it's interesting, because every time I sit there and hear different people 

talk, I always sit there trying to catch them in an outright lie. Jimmy, you lied to us. You lied to the 

group here. And here's where you did that, you talked about the buffer of only being 50 feet and how all 

the other counties require even less than that. Well that's BS. It's over 200 and some feet and 250 feet in 

Chesterfield County.   It’s over that in most other counties.  It's just that Buckingham since they don't 

have an ordinance, basically addressing this because they haven't had previous negative experiences 

with this, like Louisa County, the disaster that Apex solar has going on in Louisa County and the 

disaster that they have going on in Campbell County right now currently. Don't follow their… don't 

follow their lead. And if you sit there and look at it, everybody is about your history, right? Look and 

see where what their history shows and what they're about. Look at it look at Apex’s history, you should 

say no on this entire project just because their history alone if you've done any research whatsoever. The 

other thing is, is Apex Solar is going to write one point…let's say it's my…I have a great friend and he 

refers to it's not about the money. It's about the money. And so what's this all about? What's the candy 

hanging in front of you guys?  It’s about the money.  It’s about the 1.75-1.8 million that the county is… 

that they're offering the county to try to sit there and get them to swallow this pill and force this on all 

the residential people around there. That money should be saved for the landowners that are surrounding 

them. The 43 landowners surrounding them that this is directly affecting. 

 

Matthews:  Your time's up Mr. Adamson. 

 

Adamson:  One other thing I just want to sit there and mention on my way out, is the county, since 

they're going to do, if they're going to, if the county is going to try to keep that, is I'd like to announce I 
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am prepared and willing to and will put forth a class action lawsuit against the county and Apex solar if 

this goes forward. 

 

Matthews: Thank you. 

 

Adamson:  Please vote no. 

 

Tucker Adamson: Mr. Adamson passed. 

 

Marie Flowers:  Had to leave. 

 

Lann:  Scott Flood, and I'll mentioned Scott Flood had emailed a packet of newspaper articles and 

policies and principles that I left up there for you. 

 

Scott Flood:  Hello, my name is Scott Flood. I would like to thank the citizens and ask the citizens to 

consider the following: The Apex application goes against the comprehensive plan of Buckingham 

County.  It should be denied based solely on the single indisputable fact. Additional reasons to deny it's 

not the right site. No solar power plants should be placed by waterways. Mecklenburg, Louisa, Essex, 

Spotsylvania, and Campbell counties had monumental problems during construction with runoff, with 

erosion and sediment. Whatever excuse Apex is telling you for these problems elsewhere, it's not true. 

We can visit multiple counties, we can ask questions, ask if developer promises were realized. Discover 

the pitfalls, gain insight and knowledge to guide our decisions. Construction of an industrial solar power 

plant requires removal of all trees, brush, deep rooted vegetation and root balls, along with all existing 

plants and animals that lack the ability to flee. The face of the land will be forever marred, no 

deconditioning effort will bring it back. Recently Apex committed to limiting the disturbed area to no 

more than 25% of the project site at one time. 25% of a 2000 acre, 500 acres bare and open.  Far beyond 

acceptable risk for any construction site. A simple rain, heavy downpour or other weather event will 

mobilize hundreds of acres of soil, damaging effects to adjacent lands, streams creeks and the James 

River will be catastrophic.  Apex claims at Timmons Group, who spoke here tonight and the DEQ will 

be the answer. Are those claims are untrue? Timmons designs the Campbell County soil and erosion 

system that failed. The DEQ approved the stormwater plan there.  Their reality is the manual that they 

all use was written almost 30 years ago, and was not written with consideration to large scale grading 

projects. Utility scale solar is large scale grading. Other counties use DEQ approved plans.  They were 

lured by developer promises. They signed on the dotted line. Buckingham needs to resist temptation and 

vote no to the Apex project.  Financial gain is not land use. Proving this project to be reckless and the 

members of the Board had been made aware of the impending fallout that will affect the community, the 

county, the adjacent properties and the properties downstream. We only need to evaluate the aftermath 

of other utility scale solar facilities within Virginia to realize the Apex Solar application should be 

denied. At the minimum, let the county do its due diligence. Use independent third party review, 
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establish solar guidance and solar ordinance. But as for now, this is not the right thing for our county. 

The power plant, an industrial power plant.  Rural agricultural land that breaches the comprehensive 

plan and it should be denied. I thank you for this opportunity to appear here this evening. 

 

Lann:  We have a handwritten note from Lee Williams of Richmond Virginia who says I support a just 

transition to clean green solar that provides good jobs and community support while protecting the 

environment. 

 

We have one from Dwayne Cunningham of Hampton, Virginia. Straight Street is happy to endorse 

Riverstone solar as a trusted ally in our quest to provide sustainable youth centered support to 

Buckingham County and the surrounding communities. He is Straight Street, Vice President. 

 

We have four voicemails. 

 

Chad Oba:  Good evening. My name is Chad Oba. I am in District 6 of Buckingham County. This 

comment is in regards to Case 21-SUP290. I have some concerns, excuse me about utility scale solar, 

like the one Apex has presented to the county, I would be more in favor of this project if it was not so 

huge, and I had not heard of problems with Apex projects encountered in other Virginia locations. Water 

quality and habitat loss is a big concern of mine. And should be, I would hope, for any of the folks 

where these projects are being proposed for. I'm also concerned about the energy that's expended to 

produce the actual solar components and really question Are we really saving energy? If that is the goal 

in mind, we need to be more careful about how we produce the things that go into the solar components. 

I would like to see more questions asked I think that this is moving way too quickly. And more research 

done, more conversations with other counties, with other looking at other projects before allowing this 

permit to be approved. I'm greatly in favor of community based solar projects where the community 

actually gets the benefit of the energy produced and does not suffer the sacrifices involved. Minimizing 

pollution and actually lowering our energy bill. This is going into a large grid and it's not going to make 

a whole lot of difference in terms of our bill. Impact Power Solution is one such community project I 

understand that has come before you and I ask that you take it under consideration. I'm really in favor of 

maximizing benefits to communities and minimizing the impact. So thank you very much. And please 

ask more questions before approving this permit 

 

Christian Pickens: (voicemail) Hey, this is Christian Pickens, District 1, property directly adjacent to 

the Weyerhaeuser site. I'm commenting on Case 21-SUP290. I'd first just like to talk about how 

beautiful the land down Payne’s Pond Road is.  The big hills, streams and woods for all types of trees 

are home for small pockets of wildlife you just can't find anymore. Animals like quail, turkey, falcons, 

even bears.  It’s just one of the only places I know that hasn't been touched by the commercial or 

metropolitan culture. But for the next 40 years, this project is gonna have three square miles of land 

clear cut and bustling with people. Also Apex can sell the energy that some company so that they can 
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have zero emissions.  Not going to benefit Buckingham County in a way. This also won't just affect the 

wildlife but the climate in the land surrounding it. Deforestation is one of the leading causes of climate 

change. When the trees are cut down, you not only lose its co2 scrubbing ability but it also slowly 

releases greenhouse gases as it dies. Not to mention the gas powered equipment needed to cut it down. 

Clear cutting this land will release 100,000 tons of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. And once 

those roots are gone, that topsoil will nothing holding it down. So once we get one of our famous 

Virginia rains, all the surrounding properties, including my family's get all of their sediment runoff and 

erosion. I don't really want that my pond.  I mean I like to fish in my pond.  Just to conclude them, I'm 

19. So if this goes through, I'll be looking at solar panels until I'm 60.  I'll lose a very special place to 

me. Thank you for your time. 

 

Katherine Thimnakis:  (voicemail) Katherine Thimnakis, Glenmore District. Monday Supervisors 

public meeting. Please approve this special permit for Riverstone solar project. This clean energy solar 

enterprise 2000 acres, $170 million dollars has the potential to become a very strong model for our local 

economy. Recently, I have had a few constructive interactions with the project's rep, a breath of fresh air 

that Apex’s reps are open and receptive to Buckingham community advocates.  Ongoing our concerns 

are for environmentally sound building and sustainable engineering. I was given reassurances that locals 

are the first to be hired. Thank you. 

 

Robert Wilmoth: (voicemail) Yes, my name is Robert Wilmoth.  I'm calling in regards to the solar farm 

that they want to put in off of Payne’s Pond Road. I have land adjacent to the solar farm. I strongly 

disagree with it. I don't think people have thought of the impact on the environment and property value 

its going to have.   We have suffered through in my dad's lifetime, the big, high tension wires coming 

through our property. Then we had the gas line thrust upon us. And now we have in this solar farm, put 

in their back door. I'm worried about the impact of erosion and stuff that's going on in Louisa County 

from what I'm hearing. I feel like people are jumping the gun and going into this solar thing and not 

using their head. I don't know.  I know I can't do anything to change people's minds other than the fact 

I'm tired of being a dumping ground for Buckingham County. It looks like all the money that gets spent 

in the county is on the upper end of the county and not where I live. We have potholes we deal with 

every day.  I live on a dirt road heading they don’t even think of getting paved. And I hear the other day 

they're thinking of paving it. And I guarantee you the only reason they're thinking of paving it is because 

of the solar farm. I am outraged at the people that I used to call friends in this county that are on Board 

of Supervisors  that know that I'm a decent human being and you don't treat a dog the way you treat 

people around this county. The way that these companies, they don't care about us, all they want is 

dollar so and we sold ourselves out for $. That's all I got to say about it.  Thank you. 

 

Lann:  We have 19 emails 
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Rebecca Cobb:  (email) The undersigned residents of Quail Run Lane will be personally impacted by 

the solar facility. While the application and conditions touch on the major impacts, soil disturbance, 

noise, visibility, setbacks, road degradation and decommissioning. There are conditions that need to be 

strengthened to ensure protection for the county and neighborhood. Buckingham should learn from past 

approvals in the mistakes of other counties. We asked the Board to carefully consider improving this 

application. The most important and impactful suggestions include, Number 16, the line in the condition 

that starts unless the solar energy facility and the second to last line in this condition allows subtracting 

salvage value from the surety amount. Do not accept salvage value for the decommissioning bond. It is 

to the industry's benefit to subtract salvage value, but this leaves the county very vulnerable. If the 

project fails or ends before its intended end life the county will not have any money to decommission the 

project. Salvage value is only seen if and when panels are recycled, but the county will have upfront cost 

for decommissioning before the first piece of equipment can be moved.  This could be very detrimental 

to the county. Most localities are requiring a bond to cover 100% of the estimated cost without any 

salvage value as well. Number 23 at the lowest edge shall not be greater than 10 feet from grade. This 

has been proven to reduce erosion under panels. Number 27 Add in decommissioning phase of the 

project. We are happy to see that our small private road will not be used during construction. But 

decommissioning could also destroy our private road and leave us in unsafe conditions without a way to 

repair. It is also important to add the following as new conditions or as new sub items to existing 

conditions. A performance bond reflecting the costs of anticipated landscaping maintenance shall be 

posted. This ensures buffer landscaping is adequately maintained for the life of the project. The erosion 

and sediment control plan shall be prepared and implemented as a sequential progression.  

Demonstrating that not more than 25% of the site be disturbed and destabilized at any one time during 

construction. The erosion and sediment control plan will provide the means and measures to achieve 

stabilization of the disturbed areas to comply with this condition. This has been a major issue in many 

localities with large utility sites. These localities have learned that the ENS measures are not enough to 

prevent mass erosion issues unless disturbance areas are limited. This can only be done through this 

permit. See battery storage and other energy storage methods are not approved as part of this permit and 

will require a separate special use permitting. This is becoming a popular use associated with solar 

farms. But they come with many more dangers. It must be understood that this is not a part of this 

project. Thank you Board members for considering these very important conditions and ensuring 

protections for the county and neighborhood. 

 

Theodore Smith:  (email) November 1 2021. Subject Riverstone Solar LLC. Dear Mr. Joe Chambers, 

member of the Board of Supervisors. My family's property is adjacent to the Riverstone solar project 

and we are very concerned about how our property will be affected. The solar project will put an 

industrial facility right next to us. The runoff during construction and then during operation will damage 

our property, land and our waterways. We risk loss of soil to erosion, loss of trees, loss of recreation, 

loss of fishing, loss of hunting, loss of enjoyment, and the list goes on. Any sediment carried from the 

site will pollute the waterways and forever change the ways we use our land. We love the land and 
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treasure it.  Can it be guaranteed that all the sediment from the solar project will be contained on the 

Riverstone solar facility or that run off from the site will not exceed preconstruction volume, or that the 

runoff won't contain damaging sediment, chemicals or toxins? If you approve this project, will 

Buckingham County be responsible for damage to our property or watershed. Things like these have 

happened in numerous other localities. There are two pristine streams and Little George Creek that flow 

through our property. They would gather the runoff from the project site and bring it to our land. Little 

George Creek joins the James River on our property. The James is too close to this project. Less than 

half a mile. We must protect the jewel of the James. Please help us protect our land. Too many counties 

in Virginia have had catastrophes with construction operation of solar facilities. Spotsylvania County, 

Essex County and Louisa County to name a few. How about Apex’s own Campbell County Tobago. 

Link to article at bottom of letter it is only the third operational solar project for apex and is nearly half 

the size that this one would be. Campbell County has many, many regrets and would take their decision 

back if they could. I have not talked to any residents or landowners who are in favor of this project. It is 

my belief that you can best serve the people by voting no to Riverstone Solar LLC. This site is not the 

right location for utility scale solar. Please do not take a chance on this project based on a slick 

marketing and unverified promises. Sincerely, Theodore Smith 4583 Bridgeport Road. 

 

T A Meador:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors as a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone solar, and I am urging the Board of Supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The 14.8 million dollars in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep 

Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. Please lead by example and show that 

Buckingham County is business friendly and open to new investment opportunities by approving the 

Riverstone Solar project today. Regards T.A. Meador. 

 

Stacey Lewis:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors.  As a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone Solar and I am urging the Board of Supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The $14.8 million in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep 

Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. More importantly, it takes us a small but 

significant step closer to energy independence. Fossil fuels are a limited resource. We are destroying the 

environment to obtain the fuel. Solar is the energy of the future. I would be so proud of Buckingham 

County to have a part in this.  Please lead by example and show that Buckingham County is planet 

friendly by approving the Riverstone Solar project today. Regards Stacey Lewis  

 

Steve Toney:  (email) My name is Steve Toney and I live in Arvonia. I attended the community meeting 

on the new Riverstone Solar project when it was held in Arvonia. In order that we have our power needs 
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for the future, we have to go to alternate power sources and from what I have read and from the 

information received at the meeting solar power for an area like ours is the only way to go. From the 

meeting it seems that all the safety and environmental issues have been or will be addressed if the 

project is approved. We as citizens and taxpayers of Buckingham County also need to have ways to 

offset tax increases in the future and with the tax revenue from this project, it will surely help. Thanks 

for your time and hopefully the special use permit will be granted. Steve Toney. 

 

Josh Jones:  (email) Dear Buckingham County Board of Supervisors. My name is Josh Jones, and I'm 

the founder and president of Vet to Vet Vehicles 501 C. Three. We focus on improving the quality of 

life for veterans and first responders by donating a vehicle they can take pride in and use to provide for 

themselves and their families. I'm writing today to urge you to approve Riverstone Solar special use 

permit. It means a lot to us to see Riverstone Solar honor our local veterans and first responders and I'm 

certain they will honor our community by building a safe and productive project and continue to show 

the same support in the future. I hope you will vote today to approve the Riverstone Solar SUP. Josh 

Jones Vet to Vet Vehicles CEO. 

 

Michael Wolyniak:  (email) To Whom It May Concern. I am writing to express my support for the 

proposed Riverstone Solar project for Buckingham County. I am in the biology department at Hampton 

Sydney College where I regularly find myself engaged in conversations with students and colleagues 

about how to promote sustainability of resources in Central Virginia. One of the themes to which I often 

find myself returning in these conversations is the importance of private/public partnerships in 

developing initiatives in a way that can be efficiently executed yet also benefit the greatest number of 

people. The project before you is an excellent example of a local initiative designed to produce 

significant environmental and economic good for the citizens of Buckingham County and Central 

Virginia in general. The full proposal reveals a concerted effort to consider the Environmental and 

Historical impacts of the project on the proposed construction site as well as the potential economic 

benefits for the region. I am hopeful that the Board of Supervisors will agree with my positive 

assessment of this project and support the development of Riverstone Solar in particular, solar energy in 

general. Please contact me at xxx-xxxx of you have any additional questions and thank you for your 

consideration. Sincerely, Michael J Wolyniak, Associate Professor of Biology, Director of 

Undergraduate Research Hampton Sydney College. 

 

Jason Feyerherd:  (email) We are in favor of solar as a long term energy solution, but not in the form of 

solar farms in our backyard. We hope you will consider our concerns when the time comes to vote and 

thank you for your time and hearing our concerns. Jason and Alexis Feyerherd.  

 

Jake Gusler:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors. As a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone solar, and I am urging the Board of supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The $14.8 million in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep 
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Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. This project will also displace the use of fossil 

fuels, ushering in a more green and sustainable Virginia. This is an environmentally and financially 

beneficial opportunity for this area. Please lead by example and show that Buckingham County is 

business friendly and open to new investment opportunities by approving the Riverstone Solar project 

today. Regards, Jake Gusler 

 

Jane Moss:  (email) I am Jane Moss. I am an adjacent property owner in Buckingham County and I am 

directly impacted by the 2,000 acre Apex solar project. My acreage and two homes will be surrounded 

on three sides by a sea of glass and steel for a mile in every direction. The project maps are deceptive. 

No amount of plant buffer will block my views of the solar panels because of the elevation of my land. 

The Apex project is shockingly massive, lasting 40 years, the existing forest and already fragile topsoil 

will be destroyed forever. Industrial scale solar power plants should not be placed on land already zoned 

for A-1 Agricultural and RA Rural Area use.  Based on the Buckingham County comprehensive plan, 

this reason alone should cause you to vote to reject an industrial scale solar power plant on the 

Weyerhaeuser land already cited as A-1 an RA uses uncontrolled runoff of water and topsoil is a well-

documented byproduct of industrial scale solar site development. This massive increase in watershed 

sedimentation impacts all downstream rivers and estuaries. The watershed is extensive on the land above 

my property. Every bit of runoff from Quail Run to Bridgeport Road to Payne's Pond Road will flow 

directly into my pond and wash out my roads. You need to talk to dozens of other counties in Virginia 

and surrounding states who faced uncontrolled runoff when promised otherwise by slick talking 

salesman. Passing this up will ruin the legacy I have prepared for my grandchildren. My property values 

will plummet once this solar project is underway. Despite what Apex used as a comparison in Indiana, 

no one wants to live next to an industrial power plant that envelops three square miles. Please represent 

the citizens of Buckingham and vote no on the Apex project and Case 21-SUP290 Riverstone Solar 

LLC. I respectfully ask you to refuse to allow industrial scale solar to substantially change the character 

of my property, to allow runoff from the project to infiltrate my pond and roads to destroy my property 

value. And most of all interfere with the enjoyment of my land. 

 

Heidi Berthoud:  (email) Dear Board of Supervisors, my name is Heidi Dhivya Berthoud (Bear-too).   I 

live in the James River District. I asked that you deny the application for an SUP for Case 21-SUP290.  I 

understand the allure of a sizable amount of money coming to the county and certainly the need to act 

yesterday to stop slow down the climate crisis. But I have heard that you're not asking the larger 

questions about the environmental and economic impacts of a mega solar array to Buckingham and all 

those downstream.  That none of the energy produced would be used in Buckingham.  Did you know 

that our existing centralized power structure is 2% efficient?  This means that 98% of the energy used in 

producing energy is wasted. Ever since the first grids were created, decentralized systems were 

suppressed by the power monopolies. Greed has created the mess we are in today. We, you, our elected 

leaders need to look after our Commonwealth industry only looks after its bottom line, not the 
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Commonwealth. If energy democracy was a reality nationwide, every energy customer would have more 

control over 1. what sources their energy comes from 2. where energy infrastructure is located. 3. the 

cost of their energy. Energy customers are often subject to the decisions of monopoly utilities assigned 

to their areas by the state but cheaper, more reliable, cleaner power is possible. Do know about this? 

Why not look into it before diving in? Will you invite an advocate knowledgeable person to speak to 

you about this? It's well documented that low income communities have the most expensive and least 

reliable power and thus have the most to gain from creating renewable micro grids to power houses and 

community facilities. Check out the energy democracy work of Appalachian voices that they are doing 

in Virginia and beyond.  https://appvoices.org/2021/08/18/energy-democracy 0in-action-webinars/ 

Thank you for pausing to look at the larger picture and the details of the real consequences of this huge 

investment and imposition on Buckingham.  We have much to learn from other communities who have 

learned tough lessons about large scale solar. Let's do decentralized community solar. Heidi Dhivya 

Berthoud. 

 

 

Jim Covington:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors.  I support 

Riverstone Solar, and I am urging the Board of supervisors to approve its special use permit. The $14.8 

million in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep Buckingham County's tax rate low 

while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be spent on our schools, first responders 

and infrastructure. Please lead by example and That Buckingham County is business friendly and open 

to new investment opportunities by approving the Riverstone solar project today. Regards Jim 

Covington  

 

Gary Ross:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors as a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone solar and I am urging the Board of supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The $14.8 million in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep 

Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. Please lead by example and show that 

Buckingham County is business friendly and open to new investment opportunities by approving the 

Riverstone Solar project today. Regards Gary Ross. 

 

Ethan Abruzzo:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors. As a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone solar, and I am urging the Board of supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The $14.8 million in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep 

Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. Please lead by example and show that 

Buckingham County is business friendly and open to new investment opportunities by approving the 

Riverstone solar project today. Regards, Ethan Abruzzo. 

 

https://appvoices.org/2021/08/18/energy-democracy%200in-action-webinars/
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Faith Jones:  (email) Good afternoon. My name is Faith Jones and I am the pastor of Union Branch 

Baptist Church in Arvonia, VA on Bridgeport Rd. Members of my congregation and I have some 

questions and concerns about the solar power plant that is proposed to come to our county, our district 

and our road. We are not adamantly against the proposal, but we do believe it would be in the best 

interest of the county and its residents to do more independent research and audits of the current 

information provided. Having done a little preliminary research, I found the following articles and 

publications from other counties that have allowed solar panels to come to their locale. In no way do I 

believe this is a totally bad idea. But I also do not believe that we have been told all the potential cons of 

bringing the plant here as well. If a product is authentically good, then the producers of that product 

should be willing to share any drawbacks it has along with ideas and solutions to address those 

drawbacks. It is never a good sign when citizens have to research on their own to find the rest of the 

truth. Thus, we are asking that the Board of Supervisors take a little more time before pushing this 

project forward. In that time, we ask that the Board calls for an independent assessment of this plan. Its 

impact on our local infrastructure, and especially on our environment. We sincerely appreciate the care 

and concern you have for our county and its citizens. We look forward to supporting what is right and 

beneficial for the county's greater good. Respectfully yours, Pastor Faith Jones, M Ed. Union Branch 

Baptist Church  

 

Charles Almany:  (email) Dear members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors as a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone solar and I am urging the Board of supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The $14.8 million in revenue this project will bring to the county will Keith 

Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. Please lead by example and show that 

Buckingham County is business friendly and open to new investment opportunities by approving the 

Riverstone solar project today. Regards Charles Almany 

 

Dennis Duty:  (email) They are members of the Board Buckingham County Supervisors as a resident of 

Buckingham County, I support Riverstone solar and I am urging the Board of supervisors to approve its 

special use permit. The $14.8 million in revenue this project will bring to the county will keep 

Buckingham County's tax rate low while significantly boosting operating budget. This money can be 

spent on our schools, first responders and infrastructure. Please lead by example and show that 

Buckingham County is business friendly and open to new investment opportunities by approving the 

Riverstone solar project today. Regards Dennis Duty  

 

Reinhard and Andrea Rieder:  (email) November 3 2021, Dear Board of Supervisors, my wife and I 

oppose the Riverstone Solar project.  Our property borders on the proposed location. As we told the 

Planning Commission on September 27, we are concerned with runoff and sediment issues from 

disturbing so many acres of land. We have a large stock lake in which we enjoy fishing. If the 

equilibrium of the water gets off balance, our fish will die. This project will damage our beautiful lake 
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that we treasure. We want our property to be enjoyed by our grandchildren in many generations to come. 

Our extensive research on utility scale solar projects revealed that due to the size of this project, there 

will be too much damage to the land, environment and wildlife. Numerous solar projects smaller than 

this one have had erosion problems. Projects should not be approved if they damage other landowners 

property. The Planning Commission pushed through this project without investigating the consequences. 

The estimated tax revenue for our county should not be the driving force in this decision. Apex does not 

show enough concern about the ramifications to Buckingham County now or in the future. According to 

research, Campbell County regrets their recent solar project with Apex due to multiple violations and 

erosion issues. Please reject this project. Vote as if this solar farm was proposed in your backyard. 

Sincerely, Reinhard and Andrea Rieder. 

 

Allison Purcell:  (email) Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors.  I am writing to respectfully ask 

the Board to vote no on Case 21-SUP290. My family received notice that the Planning Commission 

public hearing on this matter on the day of the hearing, and other neighbors have complained of a 

similar experience. Additionally, there were no signs posted alerting the community of a public hearing 

as required by the bylaws of the County Planning Commission. The Planning Commission did not give 

the community time to have an informed position before the vote on September 27. My family has 

enjoyed hunting and fishing on our property since the 1960s when our grandfather first came to 

Buckingham. Our land has two clear running streams with the Little George flowing directly from the 

Apex site through our property to the James River. Any sediment from the silver plant will be carried 

through our streams and property and flow directly into the James River. We have no evidence from 

Apex or the Planning Commission that our property rights have been considered in that we will continue 

to be able to use our land as we have for the past 60 years. If you approve this special use permit to 

change zoning from agriculture to industrial, you are giving Apex permission to disturb in level one 729 

acres of established working forest land and wildlife habitat that is adjacent to our property and adjacent 

to the property of 42 others.  Apex’s internal employees develop the proposed plan and there has been 

no independent third party review to determine the validity of their plan. Apex currently has completed 

three solar plants a 1.2 MW in Colorado, a 15 Mw in Texas and most recently an 80 Mw plant in 

Campbell County, VA.   Apex’s project has numerous documented issues with sediment runoff and 

erosion issues. In a May 2021 article in the News and Advance, Ken Jones, a Campbell County resident 

that lives near the Apex project complained that the solar plant has damaged stated his property with 

excessive amounts of water, eroding away the creek beds and tracking mud onto the roads, creating 

hazardous conditions. With Apex’s track record, we have a right to be concerned. The current trend 

across Virginia is to pause solar applications until a solar ordinance is adopted by the Board of 

Supervisors in order to protect the county and the rights of the citizens and landowners. How is it 

possible that in Buckingham a 100 feet square cell tower site gets more professional scrutiny than a 

2000 acre industrial solar plant? To grant Apex a special use permit now without the proper oversight 

and review is negligent? Please protect the county residents and landowners by voting no to Apex’s 
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application. Too many rural counties in Virginia have had catastrophic results with construction and 

operation of industrial solar plants at the hands of developers. Sincerely, Allison Purcell.  

 

Lann:  And that is all. 

 

Matthews:  Are there any questions or concerns from our Board?  

 

Whittaker:  (speaking out from the audience but couldn’t pick it up.) 

 

Matthews:  Now the public comment is over. You had your chance Mrs. Whittaker. 

 

Whittaker:  (spoke out again from audience but couldn’t pick it up)  

 

Matthews:  Maam, the discussion now is with the Board of Supervisors. Okay. I'm asking the question 

to the other six members of the Board of Supervisors. Are there any other discussion or questions? 

 

Miles:  Can I ask you a question, Mr. Chairman?  

 

Matthews:  Yes, sir.  

 

Miles:  So with regards to and this question would be to Mr. Merrick, with Apex. So the statement that 

was made with regards to camping on site and posts being left in the ground? Can you address those 

two, please, sir? 

 

Merrick:   I'd be happy to Supervisor Miles. So first, with regards to camping. Typically at our sites, 

we'll have one to three temporary construction trailers that would be located on the site, mainly 

primarily used as offices or a meeting area for contractors but nobody, no employees or construction 

workers would be sleeping on the premises once construction hours are over. And then also with regards 

to the comment about leaving piles in the ground, we've actually committed to decommissioning the 

entire facility at the conclusion of its useful life, even removing things down to 36 inches in depth, that 

includes piles, the piles would be pulled up throughout the entire property area, and there would be 

nothing really remaining there from the from the solar project.  It would be able to return to its any 

future land uses. 

 

Miles:  Again, to reiterate, no hard chemicals will be in those plates. Right? 

 

Merrick:  Correct. Yeah, so as previously discussed, we had committed to not using panels with 

cadmium telluride instead of panels that we'll be using are primarily 80% of them are really glass and 
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then have an aluminum frame, silicone based panels with Polymer substrates in the center of those but 

no dangerous chemicals.  We've committed to not doing that. 

 

Miles:  Thank you. 

 

Davis:   I got a comment. A lot to digest but Jordan and myself went Saturday and Pickens, got a little 

tour of his property and I'm concerned but runoff to his property.  All that water comes down through 

there just the way in lay of the land.  And me personally, I'm just for pumping the brakes a little bit. I 

think we'll have an independent review as far as the county is concerned.  If everything Apex is telling 

us is so, then they ought not object to having an independent review to look at the project.  I think we 

need to find out…I think we need to adopt a solar ordinance before we get bombarded with solar farms.  

(applause from audience) I’m not saying definitely no but I would say independent review wouldn’t 

hurt. 

 

Bryan:  Whose gonna fund it? Who's gonna fund it? 

 

Davis:  We’ll have to fund it. 

 

Matthews:  Yes, Mr. Chambers. 

 

Chambers:  I'd like to make a statement on all the people that spoke tonight from District 1, the way the 

lines have been redrawn they will be in District 6.  Nobody in that area is in favor. So I got to go along 

with my constituents.  The majority is against this. So my vote will have to be no.  (applause) 

 

Bryan:  The Weyerhaeuser representative still here? Anybody from Weyerhaeuser? 

 

Miles:  Mr. Chairman? 

 

Matthews:  Yes, Mr. Miles. 

 

Miles:   So just some observational comments from my end. From what I'm hearing. Just to get with a 

few factual statements.  Salvage is not a part of the decommissioning bond. So that's updated in these 

new conditions, which we've which we've gone through four or five different times to respond to the 

different concerns, constructive concerns which have come from the citizenry. The Quail Run Lane can't 

be used during the decommissioning process. That's another condition that's been changed. All the trees 

won't be removed on the site. Only 900 acres of the roughly 2000 acres will actually have the solar 

panels per Mr. Merrick’s presentation. You know, to me, this is its clean energy, its green energy.  It is 

going to be much different from what we have on Route 60 in terms of that project, because of the 

thought process that's going into the conditions with regards to the buffers the setbacks.  Any residence 
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that's there now we'll be have a setback and a buffer with regards to it we'll sit back will be about 250 

feet.  I know the comment was about the elderly living in the county.  The elderly are also on fixed 

incomes and the cost of doing business keeps going up. And again, I feel like the conditions that we 

have here are really solid.  This is not going to be Louisa.  This is not going to be these other counties 

because these conditions were not in place in these other counties. That's just a fact. And we're going to 

have more control with these conditions over this project then we would clear cut of timber and they've 

been cutting timber on that track for many years. One of those tracks rather, not all the tracks and when 

we get to the next agenda item part of its siting agreement that involves money for professional 

consultants to look at erosion and sediment site plans, stormwater management and the inspections we 

have to do.  So other people are certainly involved in other state agencies. This is not just us.  Thank 

you. 

 

Davis:  Mr. Chairman, if I can say something also. 

 

Matthews:   Yes, sir. Mr. Davis. 

 

Davis:  We're just looking at the plan and 900 acres of 2000 Acres is all going to be used and I don't see 

why we couldn't do a little more setbacks for these property owners also included in that deal. Like I 

said I'm not a definite no.  I’m not a definite yes.  I've just got some concerns I think we need to address. 

I think if you're going to use 900 acres with panels on it, looks like to me we can do a little more as far 

as setbacks as far as the landowner is concerned.  

 

Matthews:  I guess that's the question for Mr. Merrick.  We're, I think its 250 feet right now that are 

adjacent residents that setback is 50 foot of a vegetative buffer and then another 200 foot. Am I right on 

that? 

 

Merrick:  It's correct.  50 feet away from all adjoining property lines and along right aways and then 

where there's residential dwellings, we've committed to 150 feet. 

 

Matthews:  And I think the way we set up the 50 foot buffer, which is the vegetative buffer, which is 

the most important one, is we tried to develop it so that you're not gonna be able to see through that 

vegetative buffer. And also the fence that is going to surround this piece of property is going to be inside 

of that vegetative buffer, which is 50 foot wide. Am I correct?  

 

Merrick:  Correct. Yes.  

 

Matthews:  Okay. Now, Mr. Davis has asked the question, is there any room to expand on that setback 

area or buffer area? Adjacent to the property owners? 
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Merrick:  Yeah, we would be willing to make a compromise, especially with the folks where there's 

existing residential dwellings in order to get more space and setback off of them more so. 

 

Matthews:  And one other thing, all the ENS development of some of the sedimentation ponds and stuff 

that are going to be on this project. Refresh my memory, is it in excess of 100 sediment ponds on this 

piece of property? 

 

Merrick:  As currently designed, we actually have 200. 

 

Matthews:  And how many of those ENS ponds were on the site in Louisa County? 

 

Merrick:  I cannot answer that question. I'm not familiar with that project. 

 

Miles:  It wasn’t that many. 

 

Matthews:  I think there was 2 but those drained into one large one, which was the one that's in 

question. Okay. 

 

Merrick:  Yeah, I will. I will just note, in general, the industry is moving towards kind of to that point. 

Significantly more smaller stormwater basins throughout these projects, just to make sure that rainwater 

is evenly distributed and not concentrated at any one area. Sometimes with projects like that one in 

Louisa, where there isn't as much topography, those contractors will shape the land in a way to 

concentrate the water to, you know, larger stormwater basins. Now, how many they had? I can't answer 

that, but I can say that with that project, there was one area and this was the area of issue, there was 

about 50 to 60 acres of property that was all being concentrated into one single stormwater basin where 

how Riverstone sets up naturally from a topography perspective, we actually anticipate to have a 

stormwater basin for every two to five acres. So it's, it's substantially more and allows for substantially 

more even distribution of rainwater and those basins will sort of serve to slow down the velocity of 

rainwater, control the sediment allowed to settle to the base of it, percolate through the soil and then be 

diverted into appropriate stream channels. 

 

Matthews:  Mr. Davis, what kind of footage are you talking about as far as additional buffer? Have you 

come up with an idea or solution? 

 

Davis:  Well, Saturday when Jordan and I were doing a tour with Pickens, he's got four foot drainage 

pipes where it comes off of that property now.  You saw the same thing I did.  How much water is 

coming out through there now? 

 

Matthews:  Comes off of what property?  Weyerhaeuser property? 
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Davis:  Weyerhaeuser property on his property.  It all goes toward Payne’s Mill and towards the creek 

down there. That's just one of my concerns. I mean yes, this project is a great as far as financially for 

Buckingham, I think. But I just want to make sure that we do it right. I just, I don't want them to have to 

suffer consequences of our decision. That's just where I'm at. I mean, they own land there. They got 

families there. They've been there for centuries. Just like my family has been in Buckingham. And I just 

want to make sure that we do it right. I just want to make sure that we dot all I's and cross all the T's and 

make sure we right. That's just where I'm at. 

 

Matthews:  Mr. Merrick, has there been in any other localities where Apex has done a solar project? 

Have there been any other independent studies done by someone other than APEX, or someone 

connected with Apex on any of those projects? 

 

Merrick:  So I can speak to the projects that I'm familiar with in Virginia. Yes, but it's difficult to find 

qualified consultants for those folks at the local level. But one thing that I'll add is that this project, it 

will be well vetted even beyond the local level. Now, locally, outside of the special use permit, there's 

going to be erosion and sediment control permit. And VDOT, there's going to be a driveway entrance 

permit, but also at the state level, you have DEQ permitting.  There's actually a siting permit with the 

DEQ, where we thoroughly review all the environmental concerns that may be addressed with the 

project. And so you have DEQ, and then all the sister agencies, DHR, DCR, DWR, all pitching in on the 

review of that application process. That is also a public participation process.  Like this, there are public, 

there is public commentary. We do a lot of presence absence surveys for wildlife, cultural surveys, 

within the site, and then also around the perimeter of the site. We'll fly the site for raptor nests, to 

understand what species might be in the area, what species might be in the streams in the watershed. 

And then we'll actually modify our design in accordance with, you know, what we find out there. And so 

we actually can't even start that process until the project moves forward locally. That's a statutory 

requirement. And so this is basically the first step in the development of the project. And so you have 

that DEQ siting process. And then you also have the DEQ stormwater permitting, which is a whole 

separate division of the DEQ. Furthermore, we have to coordinate with the Army Corps of Engineers. 

We do full site wetland delineations, throughout the entire project area. So we're going to have 

approximately 200 acres of wetlands here that will be completely preserved. And then we actually get 

the Army Corps of Engineers out. And they concur with the locations of those streams and associated 

wetlands. And we also actually even coordinate with the United States Fish and Wildlife. And so I 

mean, we are beyond just the local level here. There's a lot of state and federal agencies that we work 

with to make sure that this project is a good fit, not just within this community, but from an 

environmental perspective, too. And then I'll go back to kind of my previous point. So the designs that 

you see today, they're preliminary.  We cannot invest the amount of money that would be necessary to 

do all the civil and design engineering, that would be that would be required to do that unless we have 

confidence that the project is going to move forward. And so if the project moves forward, and if we're 
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able to achieve all of our local state and federal permits, what we would then do is to full civil design 

engineering, which is very expensive. But those plans would be issued for construction ready to go plans 

that would then be submitted to the county prior to any construction starting, going back to my previous 

point where then you have not only thoroughly vetted plans by Apex, and its third party engineer, but it's 

also reviewed by Buckingham County Soil and Water Conservation District, and any third party 

engineering firm that you want to hire. We've committed to compensating the county for those costs. 

And so they can support plan reviews. And they can support oversight over the entire construction of the 

project. And so they can come in with inspectors. We're paying for all that. And we'll make sure that 

there's no additional burden on the county, but also that there's the appropriate oversight to make sure 

that construction goes smoothly. Some folks have raised concerns about problems that have happened at 

other projects. Now, if you look at each and every one of those projects, even the Campbell County 

project, which for one, we weren't associated with the construction of that project, so we developed it, 

but somebody else built that project. And so we didn't have a role in that. But with that being said, if you 

if you read about that project, and you speak to those folks, even in the paper, you can see the 

Environmental Programs Manager is quoted, basically saying that these are maintenance issues that 

were associated with the project. And so what you have happen out, there are sort of bad contractors 

where what's out in the field is not in accordance with the approved plan. And so you have stormwater 

basins that are not operating as they should.  You have issues that arise, and that's when they get 

violations. And then when they don't address those violations, they get more violations, and then they 

get fined. And then that's when the paper picks it up. And so you know, that those issues arose because 

of poor maintenance, and that contractor, not adequately addressing those issues. So we understand that, 

you know, we observe that.  Right, as the developer for these projects. And so we want to make sure that 

the county has the resources that are necessary to be able to provide that oversight, to do the plan 

reviews, to do all the third party inspections that would be necessary. We understand you have a 

relationship with hurt and profit, same engineering firm that did, actually the dam in Scottsville. They’re 

very well spoken with regards to erosion and sediment control. So you know, we want to make sure that 

you have the resources for that. And I also just want to reiterate, this project will be well vetted, not only 

at the county, but multiple levels at the state and federal level as well.  

 

Bryant:  You will not be opposed to having an independent consultation, or it was your review? 

 

Merrick:   One thing I'll note is we're happy to entertain those discussions. But this, this project will be 

reviewed, we are compensating the county to bring in a third party to be an independent review. And so 

they'll be county contracted person outside of APEX.  We will reimburse the county for those costs. And 

so that would be completely outside of our purview that would be operating in your in defense of the 

county to make sure the appropriate rules are followed and best management practices are followed. 

And so we have actually already committed to that.  Once we're able to present final designs that would 

be ready for construction.  
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Bryant:  And you will give the county out a copy of that review? 

 

Merrick:  Yes, absolutely. The county would be involved at every step of the process. And they have 

jurisdictional oversight as far as how this project is designed. When the environmental programs 

department doesn't like certain features about it, they can provide comments and we can adjust the 

approved plan based on those comments. The project will not move forward until Buckingham County, 

the Peter Francisco Soil and Water Conservation District and the third party engineering firm are all 

happy with where we are. Furthermore, there will also be DEQ reviewing the stormwater plans. None of 

that can move forward and building permits can't be pulled until all those are approved. 

 

Matthews:  Mr. Wright?   

 

Wright:  Conceptually, the staff has a concern of each one of you and the concerns of the people have 

expressed tonight. Mr. Davis is asking for a review, I guess I really need to understand what that review 

entails for staff again to put this together. The notion is the two big areas that we heard the most about 

was the sediment and erosion control and the visual aspects of it. Alright, so the visual aspects got 

addressed by the buffer and vegetation and the buffer and for asking for a further setback from residents. 

That is an aesthetic visual thing and we understand people not wanting in the backyard and the effect of 

that. The real issue that I hear discussing is the erosion and sediment and runoff. Now conceptually 

understand when you ask for review, the only difference where we are as staff and I will take any 

additions anyone wants to add, really relates to when that review takes place. You heard the applicant 

say what they have submitted is a preliminary plan. Now, what will happen, if you should approve this, 

is that process will begin to unfold in a more definite way. Part of that plan is they will have to submit 

plans very definitely relating to the erosion and sediment control, the ponds, those types of things.  That 

comes to the County, the County has the ability at that time to have that reviewed and say, here are our 

concerns. Here are objections, here's where we agree.  It also goes to down the road for the state people 

to the other people of this district to look at. And they get to comment on it.  The standard for that is 

really state regulations. And it will be evaluated in terms of those and certainly this applicant has been 

receptive to trying to go beyond what's really called for by the letter of the law. So the only difference 

that I would just want to make you aware of is that we saw the review coming at a later point in the 

progression. And that, you know, whatever the direction y'all want to send it in. We're happy to follow 

that. But when you ask for a review at this stage, we don't have final plans to ask anybody really to 

review. So, just want to make try to get an understanding of what you want to have reviewed before we 

have final plans. 

 

Miles:  Mr. Chairman, could ask question of the county attorney?  So with regards to what the 

Supervisor Davis said and what Mr. Merrick said to increasing those setbacks, would that would we 

want to look at conditions 10 and 11 on that? 
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Wright:  I don't know. I don’t have that in front of me. Those will be the two places that primarily 

because 10 deals with a setback from residences and 11 deals with a general setback. 

 

Miles:  Okay. If Supervisor Davis, is the attention to increase the setback from the adjacent dwellings, 

or from public rights of way… 

 

Davis:  I'm more worried about private landowners than I am about the VDOT right of way. 

 

Miles:  Okay. 

 

Wright:  Right now, it's 250 feet.  You see it bigger? 

 

Davis:  I know when we were there last Saturday, it was places in his oak woods that 50 feet ain’t going 

to save nothing until you get where the pines are.  I mean, I just, I don't have I wouldn't want to look 

have to look at my back door and look at it all the time. I mean, that's me. 

 

Miles:  Let me ask you this… 

 

Davis:  My biggest concern is runoff. Payne’s Mill has been there forever. I don't want to make a 

decision that causes stuff we can't take back. That is just…in 40 years it'll be another Board here. Won't 

be us. Unless I’m here when I’m 90 some years old. 

 

Matthews:  Mr. Merrick, what is the footage that Mr. Davis is speaking towards as far as adjoining 

landowners or residences? How much, if we're at 250 feet… 

 

Davis:  That’s from a dwelling. 

 

Matthews:  It’s actually 814 feet is the average distance to the dwelling. 

 

Miles:  From the panel, you mean? 

 

Matthews:  From the panel.  Is that right?  

 

Merrick:  That's correct. Yes.  

 

Matthews:  Okay. The 250 feet is actually to the fence or actually to the buffered area there. 

 

Merrick:  250 feet is just the minimum. That we've established. 
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Matthews:  Okay, but do have an answer to that?  I mean, the amount of footage that would be that 

we're talking about around the property that's in question as far as the…he wants to increase it to the 

adjoining landowners from 250 foot. So what would it…do you know what the footage would be or not? 

 

Davis:  Not so much dwelling. I'm just looking where the water is going to come off of that property. 

 

Matthews:  I said adjoining landowner, so that would include that.  

 

Davis:  Okay, I got you. 

 

Matthews:  Not just residents. 

 

Merrick:  So, from a from a view shed perspective, I think we pretty well established in the last 

meeting, we had hired Stantec to do that review. I understand some of the Members of the Board were 

not present here for that. But we did a thorough analysis that showed what the project will look like in 

the future. And I think it was pretty telling that given the existing vegetation in the project area, really 

the rural character of the community will be preserved. When you're driving by on Bridgeport Road, or 

driving through the Payne’s Pond Road, you know, within a couple of years, you're just not going to see 

the project. And so, you know, that 50 foot setback, you know, we've left screening in there, anything 

beyond that I don't think is going to add any additional value.  Just because if you can't see through, you 

can't see through it. Now, with regards to residential dwellings, we have committed to a 250 foot setback 

there, you know, I am empathetic of folks wanting to just have a little bit more space, even if it just 

gives him peace of mind. And so we've looked at some of the different things that we would be able to 

offer with regards to a residential increased setback from residential dwellings. And given the limited 

amount of homes, we will be able to increase that by another 100 feet, if that would be acceptable.  

 

Miles:  So 350? 

 

Merrick:   350 feet from existing residential dwellings. Yes. 

 

Miles:  So in other words, Mr. Chairman, so and that was for condition number 10. It would be a 

minimum of 200. I mean, it would add 100. It'd be 300. Right? 

 

Merrick:  Correct. And then that's it and that stacks, with the 50 foot residential, or the 50 foot 

neighboring property line buffer, and so it'd be a total of 350 feet.  Yes. 

 

Miles:  Okay. That's number condition number 10. And the 50 foot setback from…but 350, from any 

existing residents or dwellings rather, at the time of the approval of the Board of Supervisors. 
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Merrick:  Right. And I'll just add to that just the minimum. I mean, in most cases, were set back off of 

that quite a bit. And I had it in my presentation, but I mean, the average distance for the homes that are 

located in that area is about is really over 800 feet. And so we're sort of far beyond that, in many cases. 

Also know that like solar projects are very quiet.  There's no odor.  There's no air emissions. It have no 

impact on adjoining land uses. Right now, those neighboring landowners look at trees. Because, you 

know, once this project is constructed, those neighboring landowners will continue to just look at trees, 

because we're leaving a vegetative buffer there untouched. So this will not impact their view shed. 

 

Matthews:  How much is the footage that joins Mr. Pickens property? 

 

Merrick:  I don't know the answer to that question. 

 

Matthews:  Mr. Davis, do you know? 

 

Davis: We rode probably three quarters of a mile I think it 50 feet. Then you get down to where the first 

home we came to is probably 300-400 yards off the property line? The cabin is going to be the closest 

one to the property line that we're planning to build at right?  

 

Matthews:  How far is that, do you know?  But it's not constructed now. 

 

Miles:  No, it’s not. 

 

Pickens:  (not verbatim, didn’t pick up on recording) We share a little over a miles border with Apex.  

Blue Herron Lane to cottage and sisters.  We are surrounded on 3 sides by project.  Some has no buffer.  

It’s hardwoods that when foliage is off trees, there’s no buffer. 

 

Matthews:  Okay, you want to talk about that, Mr. Merrick? So does that existing buffer which is 250 

foot, basically right now is that part of what Mr. Pickens just indicated? Is that, does that include that 

part of the property or not?  

 

Merrick:  So in our condition with regards to screening, we’ve committed to maintaining a buffer of 50 

of screening, right. And so that's around the whole perimeter of the project inside. I think that's the 

question. Correct? Correct me if I'm wrong? 

 

Matthews:  Well, no, because we're talking about instances where there's a residence, it should be 250 

feet, right. 

 

Merrick:  I see. Okay, the setback, that's referring more to the setback to the residence. 
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Matthews:  Well, but to make it more palatable to Mr. Pickens, or whoever the property owners may be 

that are adjacent to this in this area, if it's two or three of them. Maybe we need to be we need to make it 

a thicker buffer. You know what I'm saying? 

 

Merrick:  Leave existing vegetation within that setback. 

 

Matthews:   Yes.  

 

Merrick:  From residential dwellings. 

 

Matthews:   Yes.  Will that make you happy, Mr. Pickens? I mean, better? 

 

Pickens:  (Could not hear) 

 

Matthews:  Well, we're going down that road. So we've gotten or had a lot of input on that already. So 

with some type of grass, or even and there is going to be some thinning and stuff done of existing 

timber, that’s there.  Like if it’s a pine tree, when it gets up about five to seven, eight years old, we want 

to thin that stuff to give the new growth time to come back up to keep your buffer where you're not 

gonna see anything inside of that. So there is some maintenance practice that’s gonna be instituted on 

this whole buffer situation as 50 foot of vegetative stuff. Okay. Go ahead, Mr. Merrick. 

 

Merrick:  Yeah, I mean, if that would satisfy neighboring landowners to add additional screening within 

that residential setback, then we're happy to make that compromise and make this project a better fit for 

the community. 

 

Miles:  So Mr. Chairman, if I could ask Mr. Wright a question, which would it be 10 or 11? We would 

amend that. 

 

Wright:  Either way.  Particularly 10. 

 

Matthews:  Yes, sir, thank you. 

 

Bryant:  Mr. Chairman. I have a question for Mr. Chambers. Joe, when was the last time that land was 

clear cut? Do you know? 

 

Davis:  It was clear cut this year. 

 

Bryan:  So portions were clear cut this year? 

 



  

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                        
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 

- 659 - 

 

Chambers:  This is Mr. Davis’ district but with redistricting I’m inheriting it.   

 

Davis:  It all goes down to Payne’s Pond Road.   I mean, and you put the clear cut land… 

 

Miles:  Mr. Chairman, can we recess for five minutes? 

 

Matthews:  Yeah. How about 10?  We are recessed for 10 minutes. 

Sessions back open. Mr. Wright? 

 

Wright:  We spoke with Supervisor Davis to make sure we had the intent of what he was talking about. 

On item 10, I've handed you a copy of the modifications. What we've done is increased that buffer to 

300 feet. And which really makes it 350 to solar panel and cut some language out of the 11 and drafted 

in says within the 350 foot buffer, the applicant shall maintain at least 350 foot buffer using vegetation 

and timber with the intent to substantially obscure the view of the solar property and the security fence 

from the property line and the applicant is agreeable to that. 

 

Matthews:  I just want to make one other statement, along with what you just said Mr. Wright is to 

ensure that the property owners that not only did Mr. Merrick hit on this, about five organizations that 

we want to be overlooking this project. And we also have a budget in plan for in house engineering stuff 

that is outside of the realm of the other five organizations. So it's actually going to be about six sets of 

eyes looking at this thing, not to mention all of the Board members here too, because we want to get this 

right. And that's of the utmost importance to me moving forward. So with that said, is there any other 

discussion from our Board members? There are no other questions. We're going to close the public 

hearing now. Okay.  

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I move that the application 21-SUP290 by Apex Clean Energy Incorporated. 

(Riverstone Solar Project) for a special use permit with conditions be approved and that approval will be 

in accordance with the memo presented by both the zoning administrator tonight and our county 

attorney and labeled final conditions 11 Today 11 08 2021. 

 

Miles:  With the amendment. 

 

Bryan:   Yes sir 

 

Miles:  I’ll second it. 

 

Matthews:  We have a motion by Mr. Bryan and a second by Mr. Miles.  Call for the vote.    4 yes 2 no.  

So we will move on to the next item which is Item K.2. 
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Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded the application 21-SUP290 by Apex Clean 

Energy, Inc. (Riverstone Solar Project) for a special use permit with conditions be approved and that 

approval be in accordance with the memo presented by Zoning Administrator tonight and labeled 

“Final Conditions-11-08-2021.  This motion passed with a 4-2-1 vote.  Supervisors Bryan, Miles, 

Matthews, and Bryant voting in favor.  Supervisors Davis and Chambers opposing.  Supervisor Allen 

absent. 

 

Re:  Public Hearing:  Consideration of Siting Agreement between County of Buckingham and 

Riverstone Solar LLC a Virginia Limited Liability Company, all as provided in Va. Code Ann 

§15.2-2316.6 et.seq. 

 

Matthews:  Consideration Siting Agreement between County of Buckingham and Riverstone Solar 

LLC, a Virginia Limited Liability Company all as provided in Virginia Code. Ann §15.2-2316.6 et.seq.  

Mr. Wright? 

 

Wright:  Mr. Chairman, as background before we open the public hearing, the County, when they began 

to consider this project, and the SUPs that might be associated with it also engaged in discussion with 

the applicant for what's called a siting agreement provided by the Code of Virginia. We started to do a 

couple of things, some of which have been discussed already, is we sought to generate some money for 

the county so that as this project went forward, we'd have an opportunity to review and make comment 

on and decide the things needed to be tweaked as we move forward.  The siting agreement allows that to 

happen. And I won't spend a whole lot of time dealing with that part. But there's $300,000 available for 

the hiring of experts to ensure that that's happening. The other thing is, in some jurisdictions, it's been a 

question of whether you could really, the commissioner of revenue could determine a fair market value 

of land associated with real estate not only within the fence as they talk outside the fence. We've made 

some conditions in here that we're able to access some proprietary information.  We'll have to keep it 

proprietary that would give the commissioner a better position to assess those types of items, agree that a 

building permit for the county's part would be $250,000. And with that money supplemented by the 

$300,000, we should be able to provide the type of service that's needed to inspect and ensure that the 

building aspect of this will go on. We've talked a little bit about the decommissioning, but the 

decommissioning really will be addressed more elaborately and of the decommissioning agreement. It 

sort of in broad strokes says that the big concern that salvage value is not going to be considered in 

establishing the decommissioning.  We have the right to go on the property during the construction time 

to make sure it's been constructed in accordance with the conditions as approved and presented. And 

after it is finished, we have right to make annual that is to show that is in compliance and certainly if 

there were problems and sufficient showing is made, we have the right to go on the property at any time 

granted through judicial permission. The other part of this in addition to the building permit of $250,000 

and the $300,000 base for review of this which could be adjusted if necessary after discussion. The 

applicant has agreed to pay to the county $1,750,000 less whatever the building permit.  The County can 
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add to its funds to use an appropriate manager to see what's happened that comes after the project has 

begun operation. So all in all we have set the boundaries for how the signing agreement, in the site 

agreement, of money coming through the accounting to allow us to review the plans as they go forward 

to see that the officials, the building officials or review personnel properly compensated. The general 

notion of the decommissioning though there will be another agreement that will follow that to ensure 

that we can get adequate information to assess the property as need be. And I'd ask that after you 

entertain the public comments, I'll come back if you have any other questions where we'll be asking for 

your adoption. 

 

Matthews:  I’ll open the public hearing.  Any discussion or anything you'd like to add Mr. Merrick as 

we're doing this. 

 

John Eubank:  To give Jimmy a break.   John Eubank, I work with Apex. We'll just say that, you know, 

we've worked with the county on the siting agreement. You know, it's a relatively new tool in Virginia, 

but we've you know, proposed it as to some additional financial benefits and also additional ways to, 

again, address any potential reviews and third party compensation. So, you know, we're more than 

happy to answer questions that you have about it. Thank you. 

 

Matthews:  I'm opening the discussion and questions up to the Board of Supervisors. Anybody got 

anything? Mr. Davis? Bryan?  Mr. Bryant?  Mr. Miles? Mr. Chambers? Do we have any public 

comments Mrs. Lann?  

 

Lann:  Yes, we have one email and seven signed up. The email. 

 

Heidi Berthoud:  (email) Dear Board of Supervisors, my name is Heidi Dhivya Berthoud. I live in the 

James River District. I asked that you deny the application for a consideration of siting agreement 

between county of Buckingham and Riverstone Solar LLC, a Virginia Limited Liability Company all as 

provided in Virginia Code n 15.2-2316.6. All of my comments from the sub hearing Case 21-SUP290 

would apply to this conversation too. I repeat my assertion not to rush into this contract before looking 

at the extensive problems other communities are dealing with large scale solar arrays. Communities of 

humans in the natural world can absorb the changes brought on by small scale arrays. But large scale has 

many problems. After only 20 years replacement is a big issue where to landfill the old ones. Who pays? 

For example, is the site the best location in the county? All the stumps must be removed all of erosion 

issues lie ahead. Richmond will not be happy to have Buckingham soil headed its way. With only a brief 

Google search, you can read more. For example, the Harvard Business Review, 

https://hbr.org/2021/06/the-dark-side-of-solar power.  Thanks for taking good care of us please. 

 

Brad Pickens:  Again, Brad Pickens, District 1, Scottsville. This won't take three minutes. I obviously 

am disappointed in the previous vote, but understand that we're moving forward. So I do thank you for 
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the opportunity to have spoken and to get our concerns out. The concerns aren't over. And so I still 

invite all of the Board and anybody else who would like to come out to Payne's Pond, I can give you the 

windshield tour as well. As you steer the sighting agreement as you come up with the vectors for your 

study, as you have questions, nothing can replace on site eyes on what we're talking about. There's very 

distinct topography. This is a very historic space and it is going to be affected. So in reference to the 

siting agreement, please come out. Let me show you our place. Let me show you some of the neighbor’s 

concerns as well so you can steer these studies. Thank you. 

 

Matthews:  What's your telephone number Mr. Pickens? 

 

Pickens:  Area code 434-806-3636 

 

Jannis Pickens:  Jannis Pickens, District 1.  Thank you again for the opportunity to speak specifically to 

the siting agreement. Article Three, section A requires a 48 hour notice for inspection or enforcement. I 

don't know why that's necessary to give them 48 hours’ notice. And then the $1.75 million ours is only 

after commercially operational. I think maybe that should be adjusted as well. And then finally, the 

question that the money is it intended for the damages that are coming in because obviously, we're 

concerned about the damages to our property. And so I would ask as a whole that you consider 

Buckingham County and adopt a solar ordinance before you agree to the siting agreement.  

 

David Ball:  David Ball, District 3.   Well, you know, you're gonna move forward with this. And I think 

you're gonna learn a lot in the process. I would say that, in this agreement, you're going to look at it, 

you're gonna find a lot of things, you're gonna learn a lot from it. I know that there are probably some 

concerns that have been expressed. And that should give you ideas about the future. You do need to 

have an ordinance that is paramount without an ordinance. It's basically the Wild West. You don't have 

an ordinance that deals with it, you're going to have everybody and his brother show up here in the 

county. And when you don't have an ordinance, it just makes it harder. So for the benefit of everybody 

involved, work on an ordinance. Get that in place. Do that before the end of the year if you have to. But 

start the process now. And get it done. And move forward. Thank you.  

 

Patricia Whittaker:  She left before being called. 

 

Jeeva Abbate:  Left 

 

Kenda Hanuman:  Left. 

 

Scott Flood:  Hello, my name is Scott Flood. I did have some concerns about the siting agreement. One 

of the first things was just that inspection. I guess that's Article 3, Section 3 A, the 48 hours inspection 

seems like kind of a long time to wait on something that's happening on the site. One of my concerns 
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was really stems from my conversation with the Board of Supervisor in Campbell County. I'd actually 

like to read a letter that that he sent to me in the email. This is he writes my quote, the people in charge 

of the organization and the site, made numerous promises to do the right things, but never, ever follow 

through on them. January and February this year, I was on the site almost daily. And it made no 

difference. My constituents felt like I had let them down. They drove their nice vehicles through mud for 

several years. The ditches were torn up and could not carry the water off. The leadership of the site 

promised and promised me over and over as calm as they could always and never did anything we ask. 

And that last phrase is all in caps. Creeks run red mud for years and the Otter River. I called the DEQ I 

called the DEQ people I know and respect and was told they had no jurisdiction over them.  Our 

Campbell County guy, Brian Stokes, almost lived there. When he turned his back, they continued to do 

to not do the right thing. Call Brian Stokes at Campbell County and talk with him see if he verifies what 

I'm saying. So you can say you verified it. Keep me posted. Dale Moore, Campbell County, 434-444-

0234 cell phone number. So not only is there not enough time with the 48 hours. I don't see any 

penalties in place in here. I don't know what the penalties are to Apex if they have something or the 

developer that they hire, or, you know, the construction company they hire later. So that would be the 

major concern with the setting agreement. The payments themselves I don't understand why it's not an 

insurance policy that that the developers carrying instead of a payment that they make ahead of time to 

mitigate things that happen to the adjacent properties, to the county, to other areas. So you know the way 

the way the plan is written right now it looks like it just says this has beneficial to the developer they 

that they're admitting that. So does it mean that Apex will not be responsible for damages? Does this 

mean that the payment you're receiving now you're going to actually end up losing more money than 

that for the county in the long run? If they increase when you look at like, like Stanley County, North 

Carolina, for instance, their ordinance they carry a lot of liability insurance, it is required of the solar. 

And they're their policies hold, you know, its not just it's, the policy is holding more money than what 

you're getting. So that was a concern. The only thing I don't understand is Article Five section one. I just 

don't understand how the citing agreement can supersede the comprehensive plan of the county. And 

definitely this you're saying that the comprehensive plan, it's like saying, some rule you just pass is 

going to supersede the Constitution. It's just, this is the policy you have for the county. And now this is 

gonna say, oh, no, doesn't count this. This is gonna come over. So when I read that, that's my 

interpretation, my concerns over it. I hope you'll consider those things and discuss them and I thank you 

for your time this evening once again.  

 

Lann:  That’s all we have. 

 

Matthews:  Any further discussion from my Board?  No further discussion we will close the public 

hearing.  

 

Davis:  Mr. Chairman, I happen to have a copy of Stanley County’s ordinance for solar farms.  I’m 

going to ask Mrs. Edmondston to take a look at it and look into adopting a solar plan for the county.   
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Matthews:  Solar Ordinance or? 

 

Davis:  Ordinance.  Yes.  Mrs. Edmondston, I’d like to give this to you and you take a look at it.   

 

Matthews:  I'd like to get a copy of that myself Mrs. Edmondston and if you see fit to make me a copy 

of it sometime in your leisure. 

 

Miles:  I move, Mr. Chairman, that the siting agreement between Riverstone Solar LLC and the County 

of Buckingham be approved and the County Administrator be authorized to sign the agreement on 

behalf of the County.  

 

Bryan:  Second. 

 

Matthews:  We have a motion and a second. We'll call for the vote on Mr. Miles's motion.  4 yes and 1 

absent and 2 no. 

 

Vice Chairman Miles moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded that the siting agreement between 

Riverstone Solar LLC and the County of Buckingham be approved and the County Administrator be 

authorized to sign the agreement on behalf of the County.  This motion passed with a 4-2-1 vote.  

Supervisors Bryan, Matthews, Miles, and Bryant voting in favor.  Supervisors Davis and Chambers 

opposing.  Supervisor Allen absent. 

 

Re:  Zoning Matters:  Introduction of Case 21-SUP285, Impact Power Solutions request to obtain 

a Special Use Permit for a Solar Generating Facility Tax Map 114, Parcel 2 on Gravel Hill Road, 

State Rt. 617, Marshall Magisterial District 

 

Matthews:  All right, the next item is L.1.  Under Zoning Matters introduction of Case 21-SUP285.  

Mrs. Edmondston.  

 

Edmondston:  Good evening. Tonight we have the introduction of Case 21-SUP285, landowner or 

landowners are Larry and Deborah Davis at 212 Avalon Farm Lane Dillwyn. The applicant is Evan 

Carlson, Impact Power Solutions and they are from Roseville, Minnesota. The property information 

tonight is Tax Map 114 Parcel 2 it contains approximately 36.42 acres it's located on Gravel Hill Road.  

The 911 addresses on unassigned.   State Route 617. It's currently in A-1 zoning district and their 

request tonight to is to obtain a special use permit for a solar generating facility for the purpose of 

constructing and operating a solar energy generating facility for up to 2 megawatt AC photovoltaic 

community solar garden. The applicant is asking the Board of Supervisors to recommend a public 

hearing date to hear this request.  The Zoning Ordinance does not permit a public utility generating plant 

as a permitted use. However, within the A-1 Agricultural District Public Utility generating plants, public 
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utility booster, relay stations, transformer substations, meters and other facilities, including railroads and 

facilities and water and sewage facilities may be permitted by the Buckingham County Board of 

Supervisors for a special use permit following recommendation by the Planning Commission in 

accordance with this ordinance in the Code of Virginia.  Planning Commission may recommend and the 

Board may impose conditions to ensure protection of the district and the special use permit is approved. 

Our applicant this evening, Evan Carlson, his business partner is Scott Aaronson of Impact Power 

Solutions. He is here to discuss more of the application as submitted in their narrative. This case was 

introduced to the Buckingham County Planning Commission on August 23, 2021. The Planning 

Commission held two work sessions August 30, 2021 and September 14, in an effort to gather more 

information regarding solar generating utility stations. This case was further discussed at the September 

27, 2021 Planning Commission meeting where it was moved forward for a public hearing. The public 

hearing for this case was held October 25, the Planning Commission voted to present to the Board of 

Supervisors a recommendation of approval of this special use permit request.  Would it be the pleasure 

of the Board of Supervisors to hold a public hearing? If so, December 13, 2021, at 6pm. Again, Scott 

Aaronson is here to discuss this application.  

 

Conditions: 

  

1. IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS or any successors, assignees, current or future lessee, sub--

lessee, or owner of the solar energy facility (the “Applicant”) consent to annual administrative 

inspections by Planning Department Staff for verification of compliance with the requirements of this 

SUP. 

 

2. The Applicant shall sign the list of the adopted conditions for this SUP signifying acceptance and 

intent to comply with these conditions. 

 

3. That all federal, state, and local laws, regulations, permit requirements and ordinances will be 

adhered to including but not limited to: 

 

a. All active solar systems shall meet the requirements of the National Electrical Code (NEC), 

National Electrical Safety Code (NESC), American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI), Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), 

Underwriters Laboratories (UL), or International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) as applicable and 

state building code and shall be inspected by a county building inspector through the building permit 

process. 

b. An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan must be submitted to the County and approved by the 

Soil and Water Conservation District prior to any land disturbance. 

c. A Stormwater Management Plan must be submitted to the Virginia Department of 

Environmental Quality (VDEQ) and approved by VDEQ prior to any land disturbance. 

d. The site shall fully comply with all applicable provisions of the Buckingham County Zoning 

Ordinance, to the extent not modified herein, throughout the life of this SUP. 
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4. That the building permit must be obtained within 3 years of obtaining the Special Use Permit and 

the generation of solar electricity shall begin within 18 months of the building permit or this SUP shall 

be null and void. These deadlines may be extended by the County Administrator after consultation with 

the Board of Supervisors for good cause demonstrated by the Applicant. Any timeframe under which the 

Commonwealth is under an Executive Order of the Governor declaring a statewide emergency will toll 

the timeframe specified in this condition. 

 

5. All racking, solar modules, inverters, breakers, switches, cabling, communications components, 

and other ancillary components necessary to convert solar energy to electricity and interconnect to the 

electrical transmission are considered “Solar Equipment” and subject to the requirements for such, 

together with setback requirements of that district and other requirements, unless otherwise stated in 

these conditions. Solar Equipment shall not include access roads and transmission lines and poles. 

 

6. This SUP shall be binding on IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS or any successors, assignees, 

current of future lessee, sub-lessee, or owner of the solar energy facility. 

 

7. The construction of TAX MAP 114-2 IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS PROPOSED PROJECT 

shall be in substantial conformance with these conditions and in general conformance with the Special 

Use Preliminary Site Plan PREPARED BY IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS.  The Solar Equipment and 

accompanying storm water features shall be limited to no more than the 14.5 acres of the 36.42-acre 

Property as shown on the General Plan. Modifications to the General Plan shall be permitted at the time 

of building permit based on state and federal approvals and final engineering and design requirements 

that align with these conditions. 

 

8. All site activity required for the construction and operation of the solar energy facility shall be 

limited to the following: 

 

a. All pile driving activity shall be limited to the hours from the earlier of sunrise or 8 a.m. to the 

later of 6 p.m. or sunset, Monday through Saturday. Applicant may request permission from the Zoning 

Administrator to conduct piling driving activity on Sunday, but such permission will be granted or 

denied at the sole discretion of the Zoning Administrator; and 

b. All other construction activity on site shall be permitted Monday through Sunday in accordance 

with the provisions of the County’s Noise Ordinance. 

 

9. After completion of construction, the solar energy facility, during normal operation and 

excluding maintenance shall not produce noise that exceeds 50 dbA as measured at the property lines of 

the project boundary, unless the owner of the adjoining affected property has given written agreement to 

a higher level. 

 

10. A minimum two hundred (200) foot setback shall be maintained from Solar Equipment to any 

adjoining or adjacent residential dwellings that exist at the time of the approval by the Board of 

Supervisors. This requirement may be reduced or waived for the life of the solar energy facility, if 

agreed to, in writing, by the owner of the residence. Transmission lines and poles, security fence, and 

project roads may be located within the setbacks only where necessary. During construction, the setback 

may be used for the staging of materials and parking if the buffer is not disturbed. 
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11 a. A minimum of a fifty (50) foot setback from Solar Equipment to the property line and any 

public rights of way shall be provided around the perimeter of the Project where it is adjacent to 

property not owned by the same property owner as covered in the SUP at the time of the approval by the 

Board of Supervisors. Within the fifty (50) foot setback, the applicant shall retain at least a fifty (50) 

foot buffer of existing vegetation and timber with the intent to substantially obscure the Project from the 

property line. Transmission Lines and poles, security fence, and project roads may be located within the 

setbacks only where necessary.  

b. The Applicant will maintain all buffer areas with the advice and support of a professional 

arborist or forester for the duration of the project’s operational life.  Such maintenance may 

include thinning, trimming, seeding or other modifications to the buffer to ensure the health of 

the vegetated buffer areas, public safety, and the energy efficiency of the Project. In the event the 

health of the vegetation within the buffer area is compromised and no longer visually obscures 

the project, the Applicant will plant a new buffer including timber, evergreens, cedars or other 

vegetation as determined by the Applicant with the advice of a professional arborist or Forrester.  

 

  12. a. Along existing public right-of-way (ROW) with existing timber, the Applicant shall retain at 

least a fifty (50) foot buffer of existing vegetation and timber with the intent to substantially obscure the 

Project from the public right-of-way.  Along existing public rights-of-way where there is not at least 50' 

of vegetation and timber remaining to visually obscure the Project, the Applicant will create a buffer of 

at least fifty (50) feet.  The new buffer will include timber, evergreens, cedars or other vegetation as 

determined by the Applicant with the advice of a professional arborist and subject to the prior written 

approval of the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of a building permit. All plantings installed in 

the buffer shall have an anticipated five-year height of six (6) to eight (8) feet after planting and an 

anticipated mature height of at least twenty (20) feet.  Any new plantings shall be planted during the 

appropriate time of year after the completion of construction of the Project. The buffer may be included 

in the setback area.  

b. The Applicant will maintain all buffer areas with the advice and support of a professional arborist or 

forester for the duration of the project’s operational life.  Such maintenance may include thinning, 

trimming, seeding or other modifications to the buffer to ensure the health of the vegetated buffer areas, 

public safety, and the energy efficiency of the Project. In the event the health of the vegetation within 

the buffer area is compromised and no longer visually obscures the project, the Applicant will plant a 

new buffer including timber, evergreens, cedars or other vegetation as determined by the Applicant with 

the advice of a professional arborist or Forrester. 

 

13. The Applicant shall install a security fence around the solar energy facility that is a minimum six 

(6) feet in height. Fencing must be installed on the interior of the vegetative buffer required in this 

section so that it is screened from the ground level view of adjacent property owners. The fencing shall 

be always maintained while the facility is in operation. 

 

14. Construction lighting shall be minimized and shall be directed downward. Post-construction 

lighting shall be limited to security lighting only and shall be full cut-off lighting pointed in a down 

direction. 
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15. The solar energy facility shall not obtain a building permit until evidence has been given to 

Buckingham County that the electric utility company has a signed an interim interconnection service 

agreement or interconnection service agreement with the permittee. 

 

16. If the solar energy facility is inactive completely or substantially discontinuing the delivery of 

electricity to an electrical grid) for a continuous twenty-four (24) month period it shall be considered 

abandoned. The Applicant shall provide notice to County Administrator immediately upon the site 

becoming inactive and/or shutting down operation. The current owner of the Project ("Project Owner") 

shall remove the facilities ("decommissioning") within twelve (12) months of receipt of notice from the 

Buckingham County (“County Notice"). If the solar energy facility is not removed within the specified 

time after the County Notice, the County may cause the removal of the solar energy facility with costs 

being borne by the Project Owner. Unless the solar energy facility is owned by a public service 

corporation in the Commonwealth of Virginia, the net costs of decommissioning which includes the 

estimated salvage value of the equipment shall be secured by an adequate surety in a form agreed to by 

the County Attorney, including but not limited to a bond, letter of credit, cash, or a parent guarantee by 

an investment grade entity. If the solar energy facility is sold to any entity that is not a public service 

corporation, the SUP shall not transfer to the purchaser until such time as the adequate surety is 

provided. If a surety is required, the cost estimates of the decommissioning shall be updated every five 

(5) years and provided to the County. At its option, the County may require the surety amount be 

increased based on the net cost of decommissioning which includes the estimated salvage value of the 

equipment. The surety, to the extent required, shall be initially provided before the issuance of the 

building permit. 

 

17. The Project shall be deconstructed and removed within twelve (12) months of the time the 

Project Site is permanently decommissioned. As used herein "deconstructed and removed” shall mean 

(i) the removal of any Project facilities installed or constructed thereupon, (ii) the filling in and 

compacting of all trenches or other borings or excavations made in association with the Project and (iii) 

the removal of all debris caused by the Project from the surface and 36” below the surface of the 

Property. 

 

18. The Applicant shall coordinate with the County's emergency services staff to provide materials, 

education, and/or training to the departments serving the solar energy facility regarding how to safely 

respond to on-site emergencies. 

 

19. Access roads are to be marked by the Applicant with identifying signage. The manufacturers' or 

installers' identification and appropriate warning signage shall be posted on or near the panels in a 

clearly visible manner. The signage must identify the owner and provide a 24-hour emergency contact 

phone number. Each access gate must also have the signage that identifies the owner and provides a 24-

houremergency contact phone number.  

 

20. A Construction Traffic Management Plan and mitigation measures shall be developed by the 

Applicant and submitted to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and Buckingham 

County for review. The Plan shall address traffic control measures, an industry standard pre- and post-

construction road evaluation, and any necessary localized repairs (i.e., potholes, wash-boarding of 

gravel, shoulder rutting, culvert crushing, etc.) to the public road that are required as a result of damage 
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from the Project. If a traffic issue arises during the construction of the Project, the Applicant shall 

develop with input from the County and VDOT appropriate measures to mitigate the issue. 

 

21. Parking of vehicles or staging of equipment or materials related to the project shall be limited to 

the Project site or other land owned by the same landowner at the time of Board of Supervisor Approval. 

 

22. All panels will use anti-reflective coatings. Exterior surfaces of the collectors and related 

equipment shall have a non-reflective finish and solar panels shall be designed and installed to limit 

glare to a degree that no after image would occur, towards vehicular traffic and any adjacent building. 

 

23. No aspect of the Solar Equipment shall exceed 20 feet in height, as measured from grade at the 

base of the structure to its highest point. Such height restriction shall not apply to electrical distribution 

facilities, substations, or transmission lines. 

 

24. Nothing in this approval shall be deemed to obligate the County to acquire any interest in 

property, to construct, maintain or operate any facility or to grant any permits or approvals except as 

may be directly related hereto. 

25. If any one or more of the conditions is declared void for any reason whatever, such decision shall 

not affect the remaining portion of the permit, which shall remain in full force and effect, and for this 

purpose, the provisions of this are hereby declared to be severable. 

 

26. That any infraction of the above-mentioned conditions could lead to a stop order and 

discontinuation or revocation of the special use permit in accordance with Virginia law. 

 

 

Aaronson:  Hello.  Thank you all for having me. I have a small hour and a half presentation for you. All 

right, that's a joke. That's a joke. It's, I'll try to make it really, really, really quick for you. Obviously, you 

know, a lot about solar, right? So, you know, I guess we go to the first slide, please.  
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So number one thing I want to tell you, this is not a big utility scale project. This is not a 2000 acre, you 

know, mega, whatever you want to call it. And, you know, IPS really focuses on these smaller projects. 

And when I say smaller projects, I'm talking about something called shared community, solar shared 

solar, they call it in the state. So I guess, been around since 1991, which is a really, really long time for a 

solar company to be around.  

 

 
 

And if we go to the next page, I can show you a little bit more about what the solar… so this is like the 

biggest one that we generally do based off legislation. Does everyone know what community solar is? 

Anyone want me to explain generally speaking, how it differs from these utility scale? Yeah, do it real 

quick. All right. So utility scale connected to the grid, usually on a transmission that was not my project, 

the other project on a transmission network, right, sell electricity back to the grid at the wholesale rate of 

electricity, because it's sold at the wholesale rate of electricity have to make it really, really, really big in 

order to make it profitable. Community scale, doesn't go to the transmission network. It goes directly to 

the distribution network, which are those three phase lines that are coming up and down the street. And 

how it works is it works similar to the principle of something called net metering. So the traditional 

model of net metering, you have panels, you buy the panels, you put them on your roof, and then 

legislation says, Well, you bought the panels, you put it on the roof, you connect them to the grid, you 

get electricity, or you get a rebate off of your electric bill for the retail rate of electricity. And that's 

great, you know, the problem is, what they've discovered is that a lot of these folks don't either don't 

have the money or don't want to pay the money for putting this for putting the electricity back on the 

earth or paying for the panels or they don't have the space. So what community solar allows you to do is 
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it allows you to lease land, you know, oftentimes like this case from farmers, and it allows subscribers to 

virtually subscribe to the solar garden. Now in exchange for subscribing to the garden, they don't have to 

pay anything. It's a virtual subscription process. And all you have to do is say yes, we're going to 

virtually get our power from you. So they virtually get our power from this.  In an exchange they get a 

discount on their electric bill for about you know, maybe around 10%. So they're happy because they're 

getting a discount on their electric bill. We're happy because we're getting the retail rate of electricity 

minus the 10% that we're giving to the community. So now these people that weren't able to take part in 

the savings in all the green stuff that has to do with electricity now they're able to do it, which is, which 

is really great. So it's community, there's a bunch of other stuff for community, too. So we have two 

videos, I promise you the short.  
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First one, if we go to the next one, has a farmer that talks about us doing that with him doing community 

solar garden in Minnesota. And if you could, I think there's a button to play in there. (there was a video) 

 

Video:  We are on Eichten’s Hidden Acres Cheese in Center City, Minnesota, which is about six miles 

from the border with Taylor's Falls and St. Croix Falls on the St. Croix River.  I've always been very 

conscious of burning fossil fuels and things like that.  I’m from a large family, so a lot of nieces and 

nephews and grandkids and stuff. So it's that you know, and it's just for humanity, it just doesn't make 

sense to keep polluting the atmosphere. And so in 2011, we started investing in solar to help offset our 

electricity. I started with Eric and IPS, and we got the panels up in 2012. I feel it's more than paid for 

itself already. And then after we had that up, I was approached again by IPs. And asked if I was 

interested in putting in a solar garden so other people could have solar panels, where they maybe 

couldn't or didn't want the panels on their property, they could be on my property. And I would lease 

them the land and then put up a solar array. So I thought this was a very good idea, not only for me, but 

it would be good for the environment. It's kind of a feel good situation. So now we put in this five 

megawatt solar array and we have local subscribers businesses, and even our school district which 

selects has subscribed, they get bill credits from Excel, now that it's built is going to be around for 25 

years producing electricity, so it's going to be good for the whole community.  Working with IBS has 

been great. This was one of the first ones we did in the area. So they had a lot of questions answered and 

we always get the answers, we need it we move forward, we are going to lose a lot electricity here. So 

that's kind of exciting. It's a good use of my land I think to help society 
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Aaronson:  Then you get the next the next video also inspirational music video shows real quickly how 

they how they put it in. 

 

 
 

 

 

So usually I go into quite a bit of detail, we talk about timing.  The four things that everybody always 

talks about. I'm gonna try to go through it really quickly, mainly because like, you guys have already 

seen this, and you know. But yeah, these are the four things. 
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The first thing is what's in our panels?  And again, we're going to be using the monocrystalline solar 

panels. Those are the same panels that don't have any of the bad stuff in them, you know.  Essentially 

they're aluminum frame tempered glass. Those solar cells are made up mostly of silicon and silver with 

an aluminum sheet back. 

 

Matthews:  Mostly what’s the rest? 

 

Aaronson:  It's aluminum, it's silver. There's a bunch of different stuff in the small connector piece. But 

when I say mostly, I mean, I would say like in the 90%, or 95%. In the junction boxes where there's 

additional stuff like what's in the Transformers and all that type of stuff.   But the main panel is mostly 

made of is, is actually the main panels all made of silicone, silver, and aluminum and the glass. 

 

The solar panels are also made to be very durable, the same solar panels are put up at the North Pole. 

They're designed for 1000, up to 1000 degrees Celsius melting point, which is a lot higher at hotter than 

or it's designed to withstand temperatures a lot hotter than would have would come up with a grass fire 

or even a residential fire. 
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One of the big differences that we like to talk about with our projects are the exactly what goes under the 

panels. So we use a native pollinator friendly seed mix. And what this does, and if you shall go to the 
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next screen, please. And what this does, is it's actually really great kind of picture that shows the 

difference between that compared to what the agricultural regions or what the agricultural what it 

normally is with agricultural crops.  Give me one second, it helps prevent erosion, it slows down the 

velocity of water runoff. In addition, we don't use any type of chemicals. So when I say we don't use any 

type of chemicals, you know, a lot of times a lot of the farming chemicals that are traditionally used on 

farm lands, we don't use them. Essentially, they’re just cut so that they don't go over the panels every 

like three or four months. And it's generally you know, significantly a lot better than farming practices.  

 

 

 
 

Next slide, please. So, there's a lot of benefits to local residents. So first of all, the power that is coming 

in, will be updated between the substations in the project. So generally speaking, unlike some of the 

bigger projects that we have, like I said, before, these use go on the distribution line network. So 

oftentimes, we have to, to buffer up the three phase lines for the in between the project and a substation. 

There's also the ability to subscribe to community solar projects and save money on the electrical bill. 

And, of course, their significant economic development. To give you an idea, as you're probably aware, 

it's about $2 million per megawatts spent in these projects are generally around two to three megawatts, 

the projects that we're doing here. 
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Next slide, please. So this is the one of our first projects. I actually did you call Larry Davis first? Or did 

you call NCN III first. Okay, so this is NCN III, this is one of our first projects, we can skip over to the 

next slide here. 

 

 
 

 

 But you look at this project, a couple things to note, the most important thing is that number one, it's 

small. In number two, it's already got good buffering on most sides. So with a little bit of screening in 

front of it, not a lot of people are going to be able to see it. Actually know, once it's developed, nobody 

should be able to see it. And even before or during the development process it's only really open from 

it's, you know, it's only very, it's only really open from one side right up to the north part of it. So 

number one, you know, it's not that big. It's only, we're not talking about 1000s of acres, we're only 

talking about, you know, less than 15. And it's in a great spot. To give you a more of an idea in terms of 

why we chose these spots. Generally speaking, if we start out with maybe around 100 projects, there's a 

there's a bit of a process in determining where they have substation capacity at a distribution substation. 

Without going into too much technical detail, if we start out with 100 projects, by the time we're actually 

able to build, there might only be 10 to 15 projects that we're actually able to build through the through 

Dominion.  These are one of those projects. That means that these projects are very important to us. You 

know, the sites are very important to us as well. The sites are very special, and that we're going to be 

able to build there.  
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So that's pretty much it. Again, I know it's a little bit rushed from what I went before, I know, we've also 

submitted to you a lot of the normal stuff that you've already seen, that I didn't want to waste your time 

with, again, that's in the file, things about property values.  We have reports to show it doesn't, you 

know, there's not a huge effect on property values, when you're talking about community solar projects, 

and a whole wide range of other stuff that goes into a lot more technical detail about what's in the 

panels, whether or not you need to worry about all of the, you know, whether or not you need to worry 

about what's in the panels, and, you know, all the concerns that you've heard. So I'm here to answer any 

questions that you might have about those concerns. And, of course, you know, come back for the public 

hearing as well to further answer.  

 

 
 

Here is my contact information in case anyone, anyone wants to give me a call and ask me any 

additional questions. 

 

Matthews:  I don't think I have any questions, but I may probably need to read. I'll have some probably 

at a public hearing. 

 

Aaronson:  And it's one of those things to just see, you know, like some, it's sometimes we submit a lot 

of information. And people ask us, why do you submit so much information you try? Not, you know, 

and then other times we don't submit any information? And they say, well, you know, what about all 

these things. So, with this particular, with this particular project, we chose to submit a lot of information 

for you so that you could have everything that you could possibly think of. And, you know, if you have 
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any questions about going through all that information, or what any of that means, feel free to ask me in 

any, any form that's appropriate. 

 

Matthews:  Questions fellas? 

 

Davis:  Honestly, I just want to know how you virtually sign up. So I got three bills from Virginia 

Power. 

 

Aaronson:  A lot of times the people that the really the people that there's a commitment, so there's a 

commitment for the life of the project for subscribing. So a lot of times the people that really find the 

most benefit in subscribing are things like the county, or places that have buildings that they know are 

going to be there for the next 25 or they're gonna be using electricity for the next 25 years. So but if 

you're gonna Yeah, or folks in the community that's been that's been in the community for generations 

and generations would also be perfect. 

 

Matthews:   I do have a question.  After you go get a credit back on your from your power company, at 

the retail value, is that what you said? 

 

Aaronson:  So what happens is, I apologize, if it's a little difficult for me to explain, what happens is we 

actually, they actually buy the bill credits, and then we use the bill credits. So we will buy your… it's, so 

it's a virtual subscription, so to speak, we buy the bill credits, and then in exchange for what we do is we 

give them a little bit of money back as a payment for those in the payment that you're getting for your 

bill credits. Are the value that you're saving for signing up? 

 

Matthews:  The amount of the garden? 

 

Aaronson:  What do you mean by that? 

 

Matthews:  What do you mean by Bill credit? What are you talking about? 

 

Aaronson:  Okay, so it's a legislative initiative that allows us to use subscribers Bill credits. So say you 

use a certain amount of electricity, right? It allows us to say, hey, we, this person is going to sign up for 

our program. And then we're going to use there it's just like net metering. The only difference is, instead 

of because we don't produce any electricity, we're just going to use this legislation allows us to take 

these other folks bills and say, Hey, here's the electricity that we're using, you know, and then and then 

we give them a little bit of money in exchange for doing it. 

 

Matthews:  What is it a little bit of money?  
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Aaronson:  I think it's about 10%. That goes that's not in my level of expertise. There's a whole process 

regarding getting subscribers, and there's a whole bunch of stuff with the legislation that is a little bit 

above my expertise. Like there was some talks about having it so that a certain percentage of folks had 

to be below the poverty line to take advantage of it or add to it so that folks so that they know that a lot 

of the folks could take advantage of it you know, some of the lower income folks could take advantage 

stuff like that.  But no matter what every bit of electricity that's being produced somebody in the 

community is actually saving money from it which is great. 

 

Matthews:   All right. 

 

Bryan:  I move that we move it to a hearing.  You said when Nicci?  

 

Edmondston:  December 13th at 6:00  

 

Bryan:  Yep.  

 

Aaronson:  Don't worry. I'll be here.  

 

Bryan:  That's my motion. 

 

Miles:   I'll second 

 

Matthews:  We got a motion and a second. Let's call for the vote please. Six Yes, and one absent. 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to move Case 21-SUP285 Impact Power Solutions, Landowner Larry and Deborah Davis on Rt. 617 

to public hearing at the December 13, 2021 meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Re:  Zoning Matters:  Introduction of Case 21-SUP286 Impact Power Solutions:  Request to 

obtain a Special Use Permit for a Solar Generating Facility at Tax Map 125, Parcel 4, South 

Constitution Route, Rt. 20, Maysville Magisterial District 

 

Edmondston:  Gentlemen, tonight we have an introduction of Case 21-SUP 286. The landowner for this 

case is NCN properties, which is Lawrence Marshall at 3222 Garland Lane in Charlottesville. The 

applicant again is Evan Carlson Impact Power Solutions. The property information includes tax map 125 

parcel 4 Lot 2 containing approximately 21.09 acres.  It's located on Route 20, South Constitution 

Route. It's currently in A-1 zoning district and their request is to obtain a special use permit for a solar 

generating facility for the purpose of constructing and operating a solar energy generating facility for up 

to 2 MW photovoltaic community solar garden. The applicant is asking the Board of Supervisors to 
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recommend a public hearing date to hear this request. And once again, this request for would require a 

special use permit. This case was introduced to the Buckingham County Planning Commission on 

August 23, 2021. The Planning Commission held two work sessions August 30 and September 14 in an 

effort to gather more information regarding solar generating utility stations. This case was further 

discussed at the September 27 Planning Commission meeting where it was moved forward for a public 

hearing.  That public hearing was held on October 25. The Planning Commission voted to present to the 

Board of Supervisors a recommendation of approval of this special use permit request. Would it be the 

pleasure of the Board of Supervisors to hold a public hearing for this case on December 13, 2021 at 

6pm. Once again, Scott Aaronson is with us to discuss this as Impact Power Solutions is the same 

company that did the previous case. 

 
 

 

Conditions: 

 

11. IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS or any successors, assignees, current or future lessee, sub--

lessee, or owner of the solar energy facility (the “Applicant”) consent to annual administrative 

inspections by Planning Department Staff for verification of compliance with the requirements of this 

SUP. 

 

12. The Applicant shall sign the list of the adopted conditions for this SUP signifying acceptance and 

intent to comply with these conditions. 

 



  

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                        
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 

- 683 - 

 

13. That all federal, state, and local laws, regulations, permit requirements and ordinances will be 

adhered to including but not limited to: 

 

e. All active solar systems shall meet the requirements of the National Electrical Code (NEC), 

National Electrical Safety Code (NESC), American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI), Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), 

Underwriters Laboratories (UL), or International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) as applicable and 

state building code and shall be inspected by a county building inspector through the building permit 

process. 

f. An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan must be submitted to the County and approved by the 

Soil and Water Conservation District prior to any land disturbance. 

g. A Stormwater Management Plan must be submitted to the Virginia Department of 

Environmental Quality (VDEQ) and approved by VDEQ prior to any land disturbance. 

h. The site shall fully comply with all applicable provisions of the Buckingham County Zoning 

Ordinance, to the extent not modified herein, throughout the life of this SUP. 

 

14. That the building permit must be obtained within 3 years of obtaining the Special Use Permit and 

the generation of solar electricity shall begin within 18 months of the building permit or this SUP shall 

be null and void. These deadlines may be extended by the County Administrator after consultation with 

the Board of Supervisors for good cause demonstrated by the Applicant. Any timeframe under which the 

Commonwealth is under an Executive Order of the Governor declaring a statewide emergency will toll 

the timeframe specified in this condition. 

 

15. All racking, solar modules, inverters, breakers, switches, cabling, communications components, 

and other ancillary components necessary to convert solar energy to electricity and interconnect to the 

electrical transmission are considered “Solar Equipment” and subject to the requirements for such, 

together with setback requirements of that district and other requirements, unless otherwise stated in 

these conditions. Solar Equipment shall not include access roads and transmission lines and poles. 

 

16. This SUP shall be binding on IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS or any successors, assignees, 

current of future lessee, sub-lessee, or owner of the solar energy facility. 

 

17. The construction of TAX MAP 114-2 IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS PROPOSED PROJECT 

shall be in substantial conformance with these conditions and in general conformance with the Special 

Use Preliminary Site Plan PREPARED BY IMPACT POWER SOLUTIONS.  The Solar Equipment and 

accompanying storm water features shall be limited to no more than the 14.5 acres of the 36.42-acre 

Property as shown on the General Plan. Modifications to the General Plan shall be permitted at the time 

of building permit based on state and federal approvals and final engineering and design requirements 

that align with these conditions. 

 

18. All site activity required for the construction and operation of the solar energy facility shall be 

limited to the following: 

 

c. All pile driving activity shall be limited to the hours from the earlier of sunrise or 8 a.m. to the 

later of 6 p.m. or sunset, Monday through Saturday. Applicant may request permission from the Zoning 
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Administrator to conduct piling driving activity on Sunday, but such permission will be granted or 

denied at the sole discretion of the Zoning Administrator; and 

d. All other construction activity on site shall be permitted Monday through Sunday in accordance 

with the provisions of the County’s Noise Ordinance. 

 

19. After completion of construction, the solar energy facility, during normal operation and 

excluding maintenance shall not produce noise that exceeds 50 dbA as measured at the property lines of 

the project boundary, unless the owner of the adjoining affected property has given written agreement to 

a higher level. 

 

20. A minimum two hundred (200) foot setback shall be maintained from Solar Equipment to any 

adjoining or adjacent residential dwellings that exist at the time of the approval by the Board of 

Supervisors. This requirement may be reduced or waived for the life of the solar energy facility, if 

agreed to, in writing, by the owner of the residence. Transmission lines and poles, security fence, and 

project roads may be located within the setbacks only where necessary. During construction, the setback 

may be used for the staging of materials and parking if the buffer is not disturbed. 

 

11 a. A minimum of a fifty (50) foot setback from Solar Equipment to the property line and any      

public rights of way shall be provided around the perimeter of the Project where it is adjacent to 

property not owned by the same property owner as covered in the SUP at the time of the approval by the 

Board of Supervisors. Within the fifty (50) foot setback, the applicant shall retain at least a fifty (50) 

foot buffer of existing vegetation and timber with the intent to substantially obscure the Project from the 

property line. Transmission Lines and poles, security fence, and project roads may be located within the 

setbacks only where necessary.  

c. The Applicant will maintain all buffer areas with the advice and support of a professional 

arborist or forester for the duration of the project’s operational life.  Such maintenance may 

include thinning, trimming, seeding or other modifications to the buffer to ensure the health of 

the vegetated buffer areas, public safety, and the energy efficiency of the Project. In the event the 

health of the vegetation within the buffer area is compromised and no longer visually obscures 

the project, the Applicant will plant a new buffer including timber, evergreens, cedars or other 

vegetation as determined by the Applicant with the advice of a professional arborist or Forrester.  

 

  12. a. Along existing public right-of-way (ROW) with existing timber, the Applicant shall retain at 

least a fifty (50) foot buffer of existing vegetation and timber with the intent to substantially obscure the 

Project from the public right-of-way.  Along existing public rights-of-way where there is not at least 50' 

of vegetation and timber remaining to visually obscure the Project, the Applicant will create a buffer of 

at least fifty (50) feet.  The new buffer will include timber, evergreens, cedars or other vegetation as 

determined by the Applicant with the advice of a professional arborist and subject to the prior written 

approval of the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of a building permit. All plantings installed in 

the buffer shall have an anticipated five-year height of six (6) to eight (8) feet after planting and an 

anticipated mature height of at least twenty (20) feet.  Any new plantings shall be planted during the 

appropriate time of year after the completion of construction of the Project. The buffer may be included 

in the setback area.  

b. The Applicant will maintain all buffer areas with the advice and support of a professional arborist or 

forester for the duration of the project’s operational life.  Such maintenance may include thinning, 
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trimming, seeding or other modifications to the buffer to ensure the health of the vegetated buffer areas, 

public safety, and the energy efficiency of the Project. In the event the health of the vegetation within 

the buffer area is compromised and no longer visually obscures the project, the Applicant will plant a 

new buffer including timber, evergreens, cedars or other vegetation as determined by the Applicant with 

the advice of a professional arborist or Forrester. 

 

13. The Applicant shall install a security fence around the solar energy facility that is a minimum six 

(6) feet in height. Fencing must be installed on the interior of the vegetative buffer required in this 

section so that it is screened from the ground level view of adjacent property owners. The fencing shall 

be always maintained while the facility is in operation. 

 

14. Construction lighting shall be minimized and shall be directed downward. Post-construction 

lighting shall be limited to security lighting only and shall be full cut-off lighting pointed in a down 

direction. 

 

15. The solar energy facility shall not obtain a building permit until evidence has been given to 

Buckingham County that the electric utility company has a signed an interim interconnection service 

agreement or interconnection service agreement with the permittee. 

 

16. If the solar energy facility is inactive completely or substantially discontinuing the delivery of 

electricity to an electrical grid) for a continuous twenty-four (24) month period it shall be considered 

abandoned. The Applicant shall provide notice to County Administrator immediately upon the site 

becoming inactive and/or shutting down operation. The current owner of the Project ("Project Owner") 

shall remove the facilities ("decommissioning") within twelve (12) months of receipt of notice from the 

Buckingham County (“County Notice"). If the solar energy facility is not removed within the specified 

time after the County Notice, the County may cause the removal of the solar energy facility with costs 

being borne by the Project Owner. Unless the solar energy facility is owned by a public service 

corporation in the Commonwealth of Virginia, the net costs of decommissioning which includes the 

estimated salvage value of the equipment shall be secured by an adequate surety in a form agreed to by 

the County Attorney, including but not limited to a bond, letter of credit, cash, or a parent guarantee by 

an investment grade entity. If the solar energy facility is sold to any entity that is not a public service 

corporation, the SUP shall not transfer to the purchaser until such time as the adequate surety is 

provided. If a surety is required, the cost estimates of the decommissioning shall be updated every five 

(5) years and provided to the County. At its option, the County may require the surety amount be 

increased based on the net cost of decommissioning which includes the estimated salvage value of the 

equipment. The surety, to the extent required, shall be initially provided before the issuance of the 

building permit. 

 

17. The Project shall be deconstructed and removed within twelve (12) months of the time the 

Project Site is permanently decommissioned. As used herein "deconstructed and removed” shall mean 

(i) the removal of any Project facilities installed or constructed thereupon, (ii) the filling in and 

compacting of all trenches or other borings or excavations made in association with the Project and (iii) 

the removal of all debris caused by the Project from the surface and 36” below the surface of the 

Property. 
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18. The Applicant shall coordinate with the County's emergency services staff to provide materials, 

education, and/or training to the departments serving the solar energy facility regarding how to safely 

respond to on-site emergencies. 

 

19. Access roads are to be marked by the Applicant with identifying signage. The manufacturers' or 

installers' identification and appropriate warning signage shall be posted on or near the panels in a 

clearly visible manner. The signage must identify the owner and provide a 24-hour emergency contact 

phone number. Each access gate must also have the signage that identifies the owner and provides a 24-

houremergency contact phone number.  

 

20. A Construction Traffic Management Plan and mitigation measures shall be developed by the 

Applicant and submitted to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and Buckingham 

County for review. The Plan shall address traffic control measures, an industry standard pre- and post-

construction road evaluation, and any necessary localized repairs (i.e., potholes, wash-boarding of 

gravel, shoulder rutting, culvert crushing, etc.) to the public road that are required as a result of damage 

from the Project. If a traffic issue arises during the construction of the Project, the Applicant shall 

develop with input from the County and VDOT appropriate measures to mitigate the issue. 

 

21. Parking of vehicles or staging of equipment or materials related to the project shall be limited to 

the Project site or other land owned by the same landowner at the time of Board of Supervisor Approval. 

 

22. All panels will use anti-reflective coatings. Exterior surfaces of the collectors and related 

equipment shall have a non-reflective finish and solar panels shall be designed and installed to limit 

glare to a degree that no after image would occur, towards vehicular traffic and any adjacent building. 

 

23. No aspect of the Solar Equipment shall exceed 20 feet in height, as measured from grade at the 

base of the structure to its highest point. Such height restriction shall not apply to electrical distribution 

facilities, substations, or transmission lines. 

 

24. Nothing in this approval shall be deemed to obligate the County to acquire any interest in 

property, to construct, maintain or operate any facility or to grant any permits or approvals except as 

may be directly related hereto. 

25. If any one or more of the conditions is declared void for any reason whatever, such decision shall 

not affect the remaining portion of the permit, which shall remain in full force and effect, and for this 

purpose, the provisions of this are hereby declared to be severable. 

 

26. That any infraction of the above-mentioned conditions could lead to a stop order and 

discontinuation or revocation of the special use permit in accordance with Virginia law. 

 

 

Miles:  I do move that we set the public hearing for December 13 at 6pm. Mr. Chairman. 

 

Davis:  Second. 
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Matthews:  We have a motion and a second. 

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman? 

 

Matthews:  Yes sir.  

 

Bryan:  Prior to the public hearing we need to assign a 911 address for this property. 

 

Edmondston:  Either…the other case does not have a 911 address. Typically these addresses are just… 

 

Bryan:  Just woods? 

 

Edmondston:  They are and typically with a building permit would be footer inspections or whatever is 

within that building permit request. So they would receive a 911 address at the appropriate time during 

permitting. 

 

Bryan:  Works for me. 

 

Matthews:  We will call for the vote please. We got a six yes and one absent Thank you. Appreciate it. 

 

Vice Chairman Miles moved, Supervisor Davis seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to move Case 21-SUP286 Impact Power Solutions, Landowner NCN Properties, Lawrence Marshall, 

South Constitution Route to public hearing at the December 13, 2021 meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Re:  Zoning Matters:  Introduction Case 21-ZTASUP292 Historic Buckingham, Inc. Request to 

obtain a Special Use Permit for the purpose of holding public events at the Historic Village 

location and to add a Zoning Text Amendment to add community service organization programs 

to the list of Special Uses in a Village Center located at Tax Map 124 Parcel 90 located at 84 Lee 

Wayside Road, Buckingham, Maysville Magisterial District 

 

Edmondston:  The last case I have for you all tonight is the introduction of Case 21-ZTASUP292. The 

landowner and applicant is Historic Buckingham Incorporated, P.O. Box 152 here in Buckingham. This 

property is Tax Map 124 Parcel 90.  It contains approximately 40 acres it's located at 84 Lee Wayside 

Road, Buckingham in the Maysville District. It is zoned Village Center VC-1. Their request would be 

that the applicant wishes to obtain a special use permit for the purpose of holding public events at the 

Historic Village location to include but not limited to Indian Relic Show, Fall Farm Fest, Spooky 

Hollow Drive Thru, Village Christmas Market, Vino in the Village, Primitive Technology Day and May 

Fest. At this time, there is not a use provided for this request. Zoning Administrators asking the Board of 

Supervisors to add a zoning text amendment to add community service organization programs to a list of 
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special uses in a Village Center VC-1 Zoning District. By nature the public events listed by the applicant 

would be defined as programs held by community service organization. The applicant is asking the 

Board of Supervisors to recommend a public hearing date to hear this request. This property as I 

mentioned is currently zoned Village Center. The Zoning Ordinance does not permit public events as 

listed by the applicant as a by right use or as a permitted by special use in Village Center VC-1 Zoning 

District and in effort to encompass Historic Buckingham Incorporated and other similar type groups and 

activities related to public events. The request to add community service organization programs as 

zoning text amendment to the list of uses permitted by a special use permit in a VC-1 district is 

requested and to apply for a special use permit for that purpose. Historic Buckingham Incorporated has 

held many events over the past years and only recently was it discovered that additional documentation 

was needed for the variety of community events held. This property was rezoned from A-1 to VC-1 in 

1999. Historic Buckingham Incorporated has been gracious to work with the zoning administrator to 

ensure compliance for all public events held. Case 21-ZTASUP292 was presented to the Buckingham 

County Planning Commission on September 27, 2021. And a public hearing was held on October 25. 

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to present to the Board of Supervisors a recommendation 

of approval of this zoning text amendment and the special use permit request. Would it be the pleasure 

of the Board of Supervisors to hold a public hearing? If so, December 13, at 6pm. I would also like to 

add there was a handout given to you prior to the beginning of the meeting, which I offered as a 

definition for community service organization, which will be a group formed to actively improve and 

support the lives of citizens by implementing an opportunity for service, education, volunteerism, and 

outreach.  

 

Conditions: 

 

1. That all federal, state and local regulations, ordinances and laws be strictly adhered to. 

2. Right of ways and roadway shoulders shall not be used for parking. 

3. The property shall be kept neat and orderly. 

4. That the applicant pursues a commercial solid waste container and follow the County Solid Waste 

Ordinance. 

5. That all documentation submitted by the applicant in support of this special use permit request becomes 

a part of the conditions except that any such documentation that may be inconsistent with these enumerated 

conditions shall be superseded by these conditions. 

6. Nothing in this approval shall be deemed to obligate the County to acquire any interest in property, to 

construct, maintain or operate any facility or to grant any permits or approvals except as may be directly 

related hereto. 
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7. The County Zoning Administrator and one other County staff member, as appointed by the County 

Administrator, shall be allowed to enter the property, with proper notice, if a complaint is registered 

against the property for noncompliance with this permit. Any complaints not solely related to this permit 

will be given to the appropriate department or agency. 

8. In the event that any one or more of the conditions is declared void for any reason whatever, such 

decision shall not affect the remaining portion of the permit, which shall remain in full force and effect, 

and for this purpose, the provisions of this are hereby declared to be severable 

9. That any infraction of the above mentioned conditions could lead to a stop order and discontinuation of 

the special use permit, if it be the wishes of the Board of Supervisors. 

10. That the applicant(s) and landowner(s) understands the conditions and agrees to the conditions. 

Bryant:  So moved. 

 

Davis:  Second. 

 

Matthews:  Motion by Mr. Bryant and a second by Mr. Davis to set public hearing for December 13. 

On or about 6pm.  Call for the vote. That’s 6 yes and one absent. 

 

Supervisor Bryant moved, Supervisor Davis seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to 

move Case 21-ZTASUP292 Historic Buckingham, Inc., 84 Lee Wayside Road, Buckingham, 

Maysville District to public hearing at the December 13, 2021 meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Re:  Consider Appointment to the Planning Commission for District 7 

 

Matthews:  All right. Next item is Department and Agency Reports and Items for Consideration. 

Consider appointment to the Planning Commission from District 7.  So Mr. Allen is not here. So I guess 

we won't be able to do that unless you got some information on it. 

 

Carter:  I talked to Mr. Allen today. He said he was still trying to get somebody to fill that role. He said 

he had got a number, he sent out a number of requests, but not many people replied. So he's still working 

on that. And hope to have something for you next month. 
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Re:  Consider appointment/reappointment of James D. Crews, District 4 for the Planning 

Commission whose term expires November 2021 

 

Matthews:  All right. M.2. is consider appointment/reappointment of James D. Crews, District 4 for the 

Planning Commission whose term expires November 2021. Mr. Miles? 

 

Miles:  Yes. So Mr. Chairman, I would move that J.D. Crews be appointed to that position to represent 

the Maysville District, District 4 on the Planning Commission. 

 

Matthews:  Is that Jimmy Crews? 

 

Miles:   No sir. He is up Mr. Crews’ grandson. 

 

Matthews:  Okay, so we have a motion and a second by Mr. Bryant to appoint J.D. Crews to the District 

4 Planning Commission.  Call for the vote.  All right, six yes and one absent.  

 

Vice Chairman Miles moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to appoint J.D. Crews to the Planning Commission representing District 4 beginning December 1, 

2021. 

 

Re:  Consider advertising for two vacancies in the housekeeping department due to retirement of 

Eva and Mary Gough effective December 31, 2021 

 

Matthews:  Item number three M-3, consider advertising for two vacancies in housekeeping department 

due to retirement of Eva and Mary Gough effective December 31, 2021. You want to elaborate on it Mr. 

Carter? 

 

Carter:  Not much to say, Mr. Chairman, then you know, we thank them for their service and we just 

want to get that advertised in the paper as soon as possible since their last day will be December 31. This 

will give us time to advertise as well as doing interviews for those prospective jobs.  

 

Bryan:  So moved. 

 

Bryant:  Second. 

 

Matthews:  Motion by Mr. Bryan and a second by Mr. Bryant. Call for the vote.  Six yes. And one 

absent.  
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Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to 

advertise for the two upcoming vacancies in the housekeeping department due to Mary and Eva 

Gough retiring December 31, 2021. 

 

Re:  Sheriff’s Department:  Consider request from Sheriff Kidd for appropriation of $3,600 from 

Sheriff Fund-Asset Forfeiture-State to pay the annual funding for the Piedmont Regional 

Narcotics and Gang Enforcement Task Force 

 

Matthews:  All right, the Sheriff's Department consider request from Sheriff Kidd for appropriation of 

$3,600 from Sheriff Fund-Asset Forfeiture-State to pay the annual funding for the Piedmont Regional 

Narcotics and Gang Enforcement Task Force. 

 

Bryan:   So moved. 

 

 Chambers:  Second. 

 

Matthews:  Call for the vote.  Six yes, one absent.  

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to approve the appropriation of $3,600 from the Sheriff’s Fund-Asset Forfeiture-State for the annual 

dues for the Piedmont Regional Narcotics and Gang Enforcement Task Force. 

 

Re:  Sheriff’s Department:  Update on Auction 

 

Uzdanovics:  I did have two other things that mentioned to you after that as well, I think ones on the 

next… 

 

Bryan:  The auction? 

 

Uzdanovics:  That and then one other item too. 

 

Matthews:  Okay. All right. So the next item is, do you want to do the update on the auction first? 

 

Uzdanovics:  That's fine.  November first of last week, we had an auction, the gross sales of that pulled 

in $11,475. Now it was a combination of abandoned property as well as county property as well. That 

was the gross receipts. 

 

Matthews:  Looks like you had good time. 
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Uzdanovics:  Last thing we wanted to bring to the Board is that… it's a small amount, but at least its 

money coming in a grant through the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant. We got a block grant from them 

for $1,692. 

 

Matthews:  All right, that's good. 

 

Uzdanovics:  We’ve got some more in the works, but we haven't heard back from them yet.  

 

Bryan:  What's that grant for? 

 

Uzdanovics:  It's a block grant. I'm assuming from years past. They were some residual money leftover 

so they just send it out a check throughout the state.  

 

Bryan:  Okay. Thank you. 

 

Matthews:  Thank you, sir. Appreciate it. 

 

Re:  Consider request from Cub Scouts for waiver of fee for use of a room at the Community 

Center 

 

Matthews:  Item M-6 Consider request from Cub Scouts for waiver of rental fee for use of a room at the 

community center. I’m going to let Mr. Carter, you want to take this. 

 

Carter:  Mr. Chairman, in your packet tonight, there's a request from a Cub Scout Troop Leader 

requesting a waiver of the $25 per week fee for using that facility up there. The Cub Scouts meet there at 

least once a week. So we put that fee in there for you know, cleaning, especially during the time of 

COVID for having the room cleaned and vaporized for when people are in and out of there. So it was a 

$25 fee to cover the costs of cleaning that room after it has been used. But as you can see in your packet, 

she is asking the amount to be waived. After talking to some of the Board members maybe we want to 

look at offering like another facility for her to use.  Like I know when I was in school the Cub Scouts 

used the school buildings because the kids are already in school. So a lot of kids can probably just stay 

after school instead of having to get on a bus and go home and then being brought back to school. So 

those are options we can look at. But those fees we came up with based on how the school does their 

after school projects. It was based on how the Town of Farmville does their like train station and golf 

club over there. So those are where we got those fees from.  In this case, I mean the Cub Scouts she says 

letter, they don't make that much money to pay for any additional costs. So we're kind of trying to figure 

out what to do with them. It's a good service, but the community so we want to be able to help as much 

as we can.  We’ve got to look at how we want to use that building and how we charge people to use it.  
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Bryan:  Have they approached the school?  Do you know Mr. Carter?  

 

Carter:  I'm not sure, Donnie. 

 

Bryan:  Because my concern is the cleaning. You know the disinfecting.  The school is disinfected 

twice a week on Wednesdays and Fridays.   You know, we have to be out by 430. 

 

Matthews:  I think logistically but in years past, I know the school system has let them use rooms in the 

years past but also with that being said, transportation and a facility like school most of the kids are 

probably in school, in the public school system so it would save the parents a little bit of money if we 

could work a deal out with the school system on campus, you know. 

 

Bryan:  I agree.  

 

Carter:  I can reach out to the school system, Donnie and find out. 

 

Matthews:  Other localities that they have them in schools waive those fees anyway. But that was prior 

to COVID also. 

 

Re:  Consider appointing Kevin Hickman, Finance Director to the Jaunt Board, CPMT Board 

and Industrial Development Authority 

 

Matthews:  Alright, item M-7, consider appointing Kevin Hickman, Finance Director to the Jaunt 

Board and the CPMT Board.  

 

Bryan:  So moved, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Carter:  And also to your motion to add IDA as well. 

 

Bryan:  Yes, sir. And add IDA. 

 

 Matthews:  Yes. All right. We have a motion and a second. We'll call for the vote to appoint Mr. 

Hickman to those boards.  Alright, we got six yes and one absent.  

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to appoint Kevin Hickman to the Jaunt Board, CPMT Board and the Industrial Development 

Authority. 
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Re:  Cody Davis, Emergency Management:  Update on the First Two months of Buckingham 

County EMS 

 

Matthews:  The next item is item number M-8, Cody Davis Emergency Management update on the first 

two months of Buckingham County EMS. Mr. Davis? 

 

Cody Davis:  Good evening. How are yall? I’m tired. So September 1, we did away with our contract, 

staffing, and all of our EMS folks are now paid county staff. So we just felt like it'd be a good idea to 

kind of go over some of the highlights from that month. So first off, I'd like to start by expressing my 

gratitude to you all, as always, for your support, I wouldn't be here without that, then I'd like to also go 

on record and say, if it wasn't for the 31 other people in my department, we would also not be here 

either, because we got really lucky with a majority of the ones that we hired. And because of them, we're 

here and in here in style, I think. But just to sum things up, in those two months, we generated 446 

patient care reports of those 394 of them had a dispositions that reference, we did some sort of treatment, 

whether we treated and transported, treated and released, or just, you know, some sort of medical 

evaluation.  We went hands on with a patient. So 394 of those within two months, that difference of 52 

between the 446 and 394 would be you know, calls that we were initially tone for but got cancelled or 

refused. Something like that. And while those 394 that 394 patient number could be some repeat 

patients. You know, at the end of the day, there's only so many of those repeat patients. So that's a lot of 

lives that we touched in two months. And some of them were extremely ill or extremely injured, trust 

me. So I just think that's pretty, pretty important to key on. Above that or beyond that we have been able 

to do some standbys for some community events and football games and things like that some good PR. 

We did finally get back into the Glenmore station after that remodel and addition.  We're waiting on one 

garage bay door over there on the old bay to be replaced to match the new stuff. But other than that, 

she's open and rocking and rolling and looking good. So I'll be there for 24 hours tomorrow, if any of 

you guys want to come hang out with me, bring me something to eat or something. Let's see. We also 

been training a lot whether we have you know, different staff members have gone to various trainings or 

we're hosting a lot of our own in house training, just trying to, you know, make sure that we're keeping 

our skills sharpened up. And then the department created a few internal committees as well. We have a 

quality management committee that's tasked with reviewing 100% of our reports, and making sure we're 

rendering the best possible care to the citizens and guests of Buckingham County. We have a training 

committee that's making sure if there are issues we are identifying those and training up and correcting 

problems and things like that, being proactive and then we also have a public relations committee. That 

one is still kind of on the upturn, but just kind of thinking you know, 21st Public Safety's needs to be 

pretty community oriented. Finance, year to date, 2021 year to date, we have generated a net income of 

$452,327. And I have a graphic here that the billing company that we are under contract with gave to 

me, maybe I should have given it to you somehow so that you can put it up on the big screen. I don't 

know if you see what I'm holding up here, there's this blue line, that's the projected net income for our 

agency, they that was based off of the volunteer groups figures, this red line, that's way steeper than the 
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blue line is us, which just kind of goes to show we're rendering care at a higher level. We're answering 

more of our own calls, we're not having to call for mutual aid anywhere near as frequently. So because 

of that we're generating more income than you did previously, in the county, which is good stuff. So any 

questions on the EMS stuff for me? Because I've got one other thing after that. 

 

Miles:  Mr. Chairman, just Cody, I'd like to thank you and your staff for the treatment that y'all rendered 

on my mother recently. Thank you very much. It was up and up, totally 100% professional, timely. It 

was great. Thank you. 

 

Cody Davis:  Right, well, um, you guys know where to find me if any more questions or anything like 

that come up. Secondly, the County Administrator and I wanted to bring to your attention, and I asked 

for your appropriation of some grant funds that we just were advised about today. The Virginia 

Department of Emergency Management annually releases what's called the local emergency 

management planning grant. Historically, here, you guys have used it to help pay the salary of your 

emergency management coordinator, you know, was me and now it's Ryanne. So that is a $7,500 grant 

from FEMA, VDEM is just kind of a middleman. And then it does require a $7,500 match from the 

locality. So did apply for that. And we were awarded it. It's a reimbursement style grant. So basically, 

after you guys have paid Ryanne’s salary enough, I can submit the paperwork and be reimbursed for that 

monies. But we do need to appropriate it. So it is an action item for you guys. 

 

Bryan:  So we’re cutting your salary that much to pay for that grant?  

 

Cody Davis:  Yes, sure. Go ahead. 

 

Miles:  So moved, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Bryan:  I'll second. 

 

Matthews:  Have a motion and a second. Let's call for the vote please. Six yes, one absent. All right, 

thank you, Mr. Davis.  

 

Davis:  Keep up the good work Cody. 

 

Vice Chairman Miles moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to appropriate the $7,500 grant received from FEMA/VDEM with a $7,500 match. 
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Re:  Stephanie Love, Commissioner of Revenue:  Consider approval for adjustment for Vernon 

Cross for Qualification for the Disabled Veteran Exemption since 1/11/99 in the amount of 

$2,392.34 

 

Matthews:  We have M-9. Stephanie Love, Commissioner of the Revenue on behalf of Vernon and 

Sharon Cross to consider approval of adjustment for Vernon Cross for qualification for the disabled 

veterans exemptions since 1/11/99 in the amount of $2,392.34.  

 

Bryan:  So moved, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Matthews:  Absolutely. And second by Mr. Chambers, and we'll call for the vote. Six yes, one absent.  

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to approve the tax adjustment refund for Vernon Cross in the amount of $2,392.34. 

 

Re:  County Attorney Matters 

 

Redistricting Update:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the Board. A couple matters to give 

your attention to one of which is the redistricting most of you attended and the committee recommended 

that you adopt the package of the redistricting plan and a memo as to how to proceed from here. 

Recommend that we have a public hearing. We are ready to have a public hearing sound like you're 

stacking them up in December. Actually the law says you're supposed to have it adopted so a public 

hearing at that would dictate that you're going to use the procedure that requires the State Attorney 

General clearance and we would submit it. Also, I think most of you are aware that the Supreme Court 

of Virginia is going to be changing the district lines for the State of Virginia. The requirements is that 

we don't have split precincts. I don't anticipate a problem with that but somewhere between now and 

after that's done we'll probably take a look at this ordinance. Effective date of May 1 of 2022. There are 

no local district elections between now and then. There's one special election which won't be impacted 

by this redistricting. It’s the pleasure of the Board, whether you want to set up a public hearing and 

proceed with the adoption? 

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I move that we set the public hearing for December 13.  

 

Miles:  Second 

 

Matthews:  Call for the vote. 
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Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to approve the redistricting committee’s recommendation and set it for a public hearing on December 

13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wright:  There is one thing the voting location that was in the rescue squad building, the emergency 

services building, is being moved to the community center included in this ordinance so it won't impact 

that. Just wanted to make sure you were aware of that. 

 

Various Updates:  Other items are included on memo that I submitted.  I would ask that you think about 

the Hatton Ferry correlation of that group and unless I hear differently I'll be bringing to you at the next 

Board meeting the appropriate things you need to do to make that happen. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Any questions? 

 

Re:  County Administrator’s Report 

 

Carter:  Yes sir, Mr. Chairman, in your packet tonight you should see a proposed I guess policy 

concerning electronic voting through our electronic meetings. This policy is for you to look at no action 

needs to be taken tonight. But for you to look at and think about for when you do your bylaws in January 

if you want to adopt this at that time, this would be something you can review before then to have on 

your plate for then.  

 

The second thing I have for you tonight is our Dillwyn Recycling Center. I think a lot of you have 

driven by there and see that that site is up and functioning. The one thing we don't have right now is the 

mechanical arms are not working. As you know, there's a chip shortage in the world. And of course, the 

mechanics and guts that makes the arms come down and require these chips. So Mr. Shumaker thinks he 

has found a source to use for some chips out of some doors we have now that we can get those installed. 

And when our new chips come in, we can put them back into those doors. So in next week or so you 

should probably see those arms in Dillwyn going up and down like they are supposed to.  

 

Also, they started the testing and pulling data for the courthouse renovation projects. So if you go by 

there now you'll start to see people doing testing and within the next week or so you will see some 

scaffolding put up. So that's just normal for the renovation projects for the courthouse. 

 

 And that's all I have unless you have some questions for me. 

 

Re:  Informational Items 

 

Matthews:  We'll move on to the next item, which is item P informational items, which are in your 

Board packet. Make sure you take time and review all those things.  



  

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                        
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 

- 698 - 

 

 

Re:  Other Board Matters 

 

Matthews:  Item Q other Board matters. 

 

Chambers:  The holidays are coming up and we looked at the state holidays, they gave the state 

employees off for November the 24th to the 26th. Well, they get off a half a day on Wednesday. So you 

know, I recommend that we give our employees that whole day and give them a bonus of the same thing 

as last year. I put that as a motion. 

 

Matthews:  That's for Thanksgiving? 

 

Chambers:  For Christmas they get off the 23rd and 24th and New Years the 31st.  That Friday, you 

know. 

 

Matthews:  Do you want to put that in your motion? Do you want do you want to do all three of them?  

 

Chambers:  Yes, sir.  

 

Bryan:  I'll second that. 

 

Matthews:   We have a motion in a second for the holidays for county employees and bonus.  Let's call 

for the vote please. Six Yes and one absent.  

 

Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded and was unanimously carried by the Boar 

to give all day Wednesday, November 24, Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26 for 

Thanksgiving, and the State holidays of December 23 and 24 for Christmas and December 31 for 

New Years and the bonus for employees the same as last year. 

 

Matthews:  Any other Board matters? Anybody else got any? 

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman I do. Recently, the school Board voted for the Youth League to use the football 

field for what's known as the youth Super Bowl, which was great. I applaud the School Board for that. 

However, during the playoffs, the youth playoffs none of the Buckingham teams qualified. But that's 

really not what it's about. It's a moneymaker for the Youth League. And because there were no 

Buckingham teams, I'm very disappointed that the School Board did not still allow them to use that 

field. So the Youth League is having to give up that Super Bowl and will lose about $3,500 in revenue. 

And that's money that they could use to recondition their equipment. So you get a chance to talk to your 

School Board members. Tell them your displeasure because you know, it wasn't about just the 
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Buckingham teams being there. It's a moneymaker for the Buckingham County Youth League. And they 

kind of shot the Youth League down for it. And you know, the big picture is, you know, it's not about 

who's in the game it's about for the Youth League, and that was a big moneymaker for them. 

 

Matthews:  I agree with you because last year during COVID you remember we had to help him out a 

little bit with some funding from the county and we're glad to do that. But when there's a chance to make 

some money, we should step up to the plate.  All of us not just the Supervisors. 

 

Miles:  I agree with you 100%. 

 

Bryan:  Congratulations to the high school for qualifying for the playoffs. They go to Strasburg to play. 

Re:  Executive Closed Session 

 

Matthews:  Next item is executive closed session. There are none.  

 

Re:  Adjourn 

 

There being no further matters to discuss, Chairman Matthews declared the November 8, 2021 meeting 

of the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  _________________________________ 

Karl R. Carter     Donald R. Matthews, Jr. 

County Administrator    Chairman 


